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 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER 
April 2023 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome back from what we hope was a refreshing Spring Vacation! As we write this message, we are into the 

‘home stretch.’  The past seven months have sure flown by.  The last three months will fly by even faster.  We would also like to 
say that we are very proud of all the progress our students have made, both academically and socially, in the past seven months. 
The students were very proud to take home their second term progress reports, which reflected hard work and dedication to 
their studies.  Keep in mind with the onset of nice weather, there will be competition with outside school commitments such as 
community sports and recreation. 

In March, we received news that our school’s application to the Variety Schools Grant 
Program had been approved. Variety – the Children's Charity, donated a grant to match 
funding up to $1,518.72.  The money was used to purchase Sensory Pathways for our 
hallways. Sensory paths are colorful, engaging, and interactive decals that are designed to 
attract and capture a child’s attention and encourage them to hop, jump and tiptoe through 

activities.    The activities help students learn how to self-regulate their emotions.  Thank you to our PAC, SEL Teacher Emma 
Sarbit, Health & PE Teacher Dana Guthrie and to Variety for collaborating on this worthwhile endeavor!  Students and families 
who have used to sensory paths are encouraged to 'share their stories' at info@variety.bc.ca or visit the office to obtain your 
own mail in 'Share Your Story' card.  

There are two days set aside in April and May, to make us think about the world we live in and how we relate to it. 
On April 22, we celebrate Earth Day.  This day challenges us to think about our planet in terms of issues like resource use, 
ecological footprint, pollution, and caring for our environment. What can you do to celebrate and protect the Earth 
that we depend on?  From May 2 – 8, we recognize TV Turnoff Week.  This week challenges us to find things to do 
other than being couch potatoes passively watching shows on glowing boxes or being glued to our computer 
screens and video games. What can you think of to do that doesn't involve any screen time? 
  

UBCO Teacher Candidates 
Congratulations to our three UBCO teacher candidates – Brienne Welton, Sophia Miller, Wakana MacLean, and Keanna 
Pilkington - who recently completed their Immersive Field Experience at PGE with mentor teachers Mme Catton, Mme Lehman,  
Ms. Albrecht and Mme Martin respectively. We wish them all the best as they return to class in preparation for their internship. 
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Spring Playground Activities 
Our students are gearing up for Spring with lots of great 
ideas for playground fun!  The following reminders will 
help students play safely at PGE: 
  

• “Touch” Football only 
• Skateboards, Scooters and Bicycles are not used 

on school property during school hours 
(8:00 –3:00) 

Safe Play is important at PGE!  We are very proud of the 
good sportsmanship and safe play that our students have 
shown over the year! Keep it up! 
 

Are You Moving? 
In order to make accurate 
plans for next year’s school 
organization, we need your 
assistance in confirming 
student enrollment for 
September.  If you know 
you will be moving 

between now and the end of summer, please call Mrs. 
Smith in the school’s office and write a brief note to your 
child’s teacher at your earliest convenience.  
 

Walking and Biking to School 
With the current warmer weather, it is a nice time of year 
for students to walk and/or bike to school.  A reminder to 
all, that students must wear a helmet to ride to and from 
school.  Bikes (like scooters and skateboards) must be 
parked upon arrival at school, students may not ride them 
on school grounds.  Students must dismount upon entering the school property and walk their bicycle, scooter or skateboard to 
the bike rack, or their class lineup. 
 

Thank You from the Heart! 
Our Fruit and Veggie Snack Program is back after a long pandemic 
hiatus. This program has become a well appreciated part of our healthy 
eating initiative.  Our thanks to Sasha Yunick and September Smith for 
keeping things up and running so smoothly.   
 
  

April 3 Schools Reopen After Spring Vacation 
April 6 Fire Drill # 6 @ 10:30 
April 7 Good Friday: Schools Closed 
April 10  Easter Monday: Schools Closed 
April 11 Science of Nature Outdoor Program Starts 

for Intermediate Classes  
PAC Meeting @ 6:30 pm 

April 14 Fire Safety Trailer Visit 
 Cultural Performance @ 12:30: The 

Magician & the Muse 
April 17 Chefs in the Classroom Program Starts 

(Dewolf & Craig) 
April 20 Caillaud & Harper to the Rotary Centre for 

the Arts 
April 21 Fire Safety Trailer Visit 
 StrongStart Closed Today 
April 24 StrongStart Closed Today 
 Chefs in the Classroom Visit 
April 26 Administrative Professionals Day (formerly 

Secretary's Day) 
April 26 Class Photo Day 
April 27 Swan & Martin to Kelowna Ary Gallery & 

Museum 
 

Important Dates for April 
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School Clothing 
We request that students come to school wearing clothing that is clean and suitable for school: 
 

• Clothing or temporary tattoos featuring violent or offensive pictures or words or promoting alcohol/drug use 
are inappropriate for a positive elementary school learning environment. 
 

• 'Beach wear’ is for wearing at the beach. 
 

• Although we do not prohibit the 
wearing of hats inside the school, 
students may be asked to remove 
their hats in some classrooms and 
learning spaces for a variety of 
reasons (i.e., safety in the gym). 
 

• Please wear footwear that is suitable 
for playing outside.  Although flip flops 
and sandals may be fine for inside 
wear, footwear that is suitable for 
running and use on the playground 
equipment or gym is necessary for 
playing safely during lunch and recess. 
 

• School Spirit Wear is always 
encouraged! 

 

Ministry of Education Student Learning Surveys 
Until the end of April, students, staff and parents are invited to participate in the 2022 Ministry of Education Electronic 
Anonymous Student Learning Survey in cooperation with all other school districts throughout the province.  Students in 
selected grades will be completing the survey; as well as parents of students in grade 4.  
Your feedback is important, and the survey will not take long to complete.  The purpose of these surveys is to gather 
information on school processes, the learning environment; as well as, to gather information on the well-being of our 
students.   

Click here if you have not yet completed. 

https://www.awinfosys.com/SurveyFull1/central/main/access.asp
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https://sd23.zoom.us/meeting/register/u5EscuqorjgpGdU9FLCmSAMopr0JfywPApEq
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Click here to register! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsLXLIJELpl0ZEnPy320fDcfww4E_tjj6faA6Sy8QB7zKY8A/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Kiss and Go Lane  
When using our Kiss and Go Lane, please keep in mind the following procedures: 

 
Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off 
in the upper level at the end of the 
drive-through.  Do not stop or park at 
the start or middle during drop off and 
pick up (8:00 am—8:30 am and 
2:15 pm—2:45 pm)  
 
The four vehicles at the top of the Kiss 
and go Lane can let their children exit at 
the same time as there is a sidewalk 
along the lane four vehicles deep.  This 
would help move the line a little faster. 

Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ Lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in 
the upper level at the end of the lane.   Vehicles may stop temporarily to allow for pick-up and drop-off of 
students, however, under no circumstances are vehicles allowed to be parked anywhere in the Kiss 
and Go Lane.  

 
The four vehicles at the top of the Kiss and Go Lane can safely let their children exit at the same time as 
there is a sidewalk along the lane four vehicles deep.  This would help move the line a little faster. 
 
Parents of younger students in Kindergarten and Grade one who wish to physically drop off and pick-up their 
children at their classrooms are encouraged to find a regular spot on the street to  
park.  Once parked, parents/guardians can then accompany their child to the playground or classroom drop 
off location.  This procedure can also be followed at the end of the day for pick-up. 
 
The Kiss and Go Lane is not to be used for parking. 

 
If you witness any vehicles not following these expectations, please 
send the information (including license plate number if possible) to 
pge@sd23.bc.ca   

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:pge@sd23.bc.ca
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École Peter Greer Elementary 
2023-2024 Calendar 

 
Days in session: 191 
Number of days of instruction: 184 
Number of non-instructional days: 7 
 
Summer Pro D Day for Teachers   August 28 – 30     
Schools Open     September 5 (11:00 a.m. dismissal) 
In Lieu of National Day of  
Truth & Reconciliation on Sept. 30   October 2 – Schools Closed 
Parent-Teacher Conferences    October 4 - 12:30 pm dismissal 
Parent-Teacher Conferences    October 5 - 12:30 pm dismissal 
Administrative Implementation Day   October 6 – students do not attend 
Thanksgiving Day (Schools Closed)   October 9 
Teacher Professional Development Day   October 20 – students do not attend 
Remembrance Day (Schools Closed)   November 13 – in lieu of Nov. 11 
Last Day of School before Winter Vacation  December 22 
Winter Vacation (Schools Closed)   December 25– January 5 
Statutory Holiday (Schools Closed)   January 1 
Schools Reopen after Winter Vacation   January 8 
Parent-Teacher Conferences    February 14 - 12:30 pm dismissal 
Parent-Teacher Conferences    February 15 - 12:30 pm dismissal 
Staff Professional Development Day   February 16 – Students do not attend 
Family Day (Schools Closed)    February 19  
Last Day of School before Spring Vacation  March 15 
Spring Vacation (Schools Closed)   March 18 – April 1 
Good Friday (Schools Closed)    March 29 
Easter Monday (Schools Closed)   April 1 
School Reopens after Spring Vacation   April 2 
Victoria Day (Schools Closed)    May 20 
Last Day of School for Students   June 27 - Regular Dismissal 
Administrative Day     June 28 – Students do not attend 
Schools Close     June 28 
 
Bell Schedule  
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Classes in Session   8:30 a.m. (8:25 warning bell) 
Lunch    11:14 a.m. 
Classes in Session   12:12 a.m. 
Recess    1:19 – 1:34 p.m. 
Dismissal    2:30 p.m. 
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