
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER 
December 2020 

Message from your Admin Team 
It is truly hard to believe that we are already into the month of December!  On December 10th, your child will 
be bringing home their first written report of the year.   The comments about learning should not be a 
surprise to students since they play a key role in the assessment process. This time also marks a new 
beginning to set goals as well as reflect on past work habits, achievements, and areas for growth. Most 
important, it is a time for parents to communicate with their children about their learning and collaborate in 
determining a path for future success and social/emotional growth.   
  
On an ongoing basis, teachers assist students to choose samples of work that demonstrate student learning 
within the curricular competencies, content and the core competencies. Meaningful samples of student 
progress encourage learning as a personalized process. Examples provide ongoing, authentic, specific, and 
descriptive evidence of the learning journey aligned with clear learning standards. Evidence may include 
documentation of conversations; observations and products 
around key areas of learning; and student and teacher 
reflections. These may also be presented in digital or non-digital 
portfolios. 
  
Parents are encouraged to focus on the positive aspects of the 
report. This is not always an easy task. For some parents, this 
might mean highlighting a strong effort or social responsibility 
comment or congratulating a learning goal. It could mean 
praising a perfect attendance record or acknowledging a small 
improvement shown in a particular area. Starting on a positive 
note shows your child that you truly care about the 
accomplishments, not only areas that need 
improvement.  

Santa Bus  
Due to safety protocols, Santa and his festive holiday transit bus will not be visiting 
schools this year.  However, BC Transit will still be here on Thursday, December 10, 
2020 to collect food, toys, and cash donations for those families in need who reside in 
Lake Country. Last year, the bus collected over $7,000 in cash and gift cards, over 500 
toys and over 5000 pounds of food.  Over the past 14 years, organizers say they have 
raised over $350,000 for the Christmas hamper program.  All students and staff are 
encouraged to bring a non-perishable food item, a new toy, a gift card, or cash to 
donate.  Hamper boxes have been placed in each classroom and at various locations 
around the school.  

https://surreylearningbydesign.ca/digital-portfolio/
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THE MIDDLE YEARS DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (MDI) IS 
COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL IN FEBRUARY!  
 
Central Okanagan Public Schools has partnered with the Human Early Learning 
Partnership (HELP) at the University of British Columbia to measure and promote 
children’s social and emotional development, health, well-being, and assets through 
the Middle Year Development Instrument (MDI). The Middle Years Development 

Instrument (MDI) is a self-report questionnaire that asks children in middle childhood about their thoughts, feelings, 
and experiences. The MDI is the first survey of its kind to gather information about the lives of children both in 
school, in the home and in the community, from their own perspective. The survey questions align with the BC 
Ministry of Education’s K-12 curriculum, which includes a focus on promoting children’s personal and social 
competencies.   Grade 5 students are invited to complete the MDI during class time between February 1st and 
February 26th, 2021. 
 
For more information and to view the questionnaires: http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/  
 
Parent FAQs: http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/parent-guardian-resources/  

If you don’t want your child to participate please contact your child’s teacher, fill out the withdrawal form at the end 
of the parent/guardian informed passive consent letter that will be sent home soon, or contact the MDI project staff 
at mdi@help.ubc.ca 

 
 
            Mr. Olson and Ms. Flethcer's                  Mme Turik's Grade 5/6  
                Grade 6 Community                 French Immersion Classroom 

mailto:mdi@help.ubc.ca
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

 
November 27 Fun Friday: 80s Day 
December 4 Fun Friday: Disney Day 
December 8 Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
December 10 Report Cards Home 
  Santa Bus 12:30 – 2:30 
December 11 Fun Friday: Jersey/Sports Day  
December 18 Last Day of School Before Winter Vacation 
  Fun Friday: Pajama Day 
Dec 21-Jan 1 Winter Vacation 
January 4  Schools Reopen After Winter Break 
January 12  Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
January 18 – Feb 26 Foundation Skills Assessment for Grade 4s 
Feb 10th & 11th Parent-Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal 
March 11  Report Cards Home 
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