
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER 
December 2021 

Message from your Admin Team 
It is truly hard to believe that we are already into the month of December!  On December 9th, your child will 
be bringing home their first written report of the year.   The comments about learning should not be a 
surprise to students since they play a key role in the assessment process. This time also marks a new 
beginning to set goals as well as reflect on past work habits, achievements, and areas for growth. Most 
important, it is a time for parents to communicate with their children about their learning and collaborate in 
determining a path for future success and social/emotional growth.   
  
On an ongoing basis, teachers assist students to choose samples of work that demonstrate student learning 
within the core competencies. Meaningful samples of student progress encourage learning as a personalized 
process. Examples provide ongoing, authentic, specific, and descriptive evidence of the learning journey 
aligned with clear learning standards. Evidence may include documentation of conversations; observations 
and products around key areas of learning; and student and 
teacher reflections. These may also be presented in digital or 
non-digital portfolios. 
  
Parents are encouraged to focus on the positive aspects of the 
report. This is not always an easy task. For some parents, this 
might mean highlighting a strong effort or social responsibility 
comment or congratulating a learning goal. It could mean 
praising a perfect attendance record or acknowledging a small 
improvement shown in a particular area. Starting on a positive 
note shows your child that you truly care about the 
accomplishments, not only areas that need 
improvement.  

Supporting Literacy 
 

Once again, Central Okanagan Public Schools was the lucky recipient of the Grade 1 Book 
Give Away generously sponsored by the TD Bank Group.  This year, the TD Bank Group is 
proud to offer Malaika's Costume, written by Nadia L. Hohn and illustrated by Irene 
Luxbacher. Each student in a K/1 and Grade 1/2 class should have received a copy of 
Malaika's Costume|Le costume de Malaika.  These books are meant to be taken home by 
each Grade 1 student to read with their parents/guardians and they can also be used in 
classrooms. 
 
A guide has been created for parents/guardians and teachers to use with the book for 
discussion of themes related to Indigenous culture and history.  You can access the guide at: 
https://bookcentre.ca/malaika 

http://www.pge.sd23.bc.ca/
https://surreylearningbydesign.ca/digital-portfolio/
https://bookcentre.ca/malaika
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

 
November 29 Fire Drill # 4 @ 2:00 pm 
December 1 Dion & Ivanovic's Classes Skating 
December 6 Dion & Ivanovic's Classes Skating 
Dec 6-17  Welcome UBCO Teacher Candidates 
December 8 Lehman, Turik & Dewolf's Classes to Energy Plex 
December 9 Report Cards Home 
December 13 Craig & Catton's Classes Skating 
December 14 Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
December 15 Craig & Catton's Classes Skating 
December 16 Holiday Stations 

Strong Start Centre Closed Today 
December 17 Last Day of School Before Winter Vacation 
Dec 20-31  Winter Vacation 
January 4  Schools Reopen After Winter Break   

 Strong Start Closed Today 
January 11  Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
Feb 10th & 11th Parent-Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal 12:30 
March 17  Report Cards Home 

 

Visitors to School 
 
Every year, we review school safety procedures in order to provide the safest possible environment for our children. 
All visitors MUST report to the office to sign in and out of the building.  Sue to site-safety protocols during the 
pandemic, we would appreciate if all visitors could call the office first to make arrangements before entering our one 
main open entrance at the front of the school. The main entrance is the only door that remains open during the day.  
Other exits will remain locked except when required during break times.  Students who are late need to access the 
school through the front door and check in at the office.  All classrooms and hallways will be locked after school by 
5:00 p.m.  Students and parents will not be able to access these areas during the evening (it is important to come 
back for homework or forgotten items before 5:00 p.m.).  Please do not ask our custodian for exceptions as we have 
experienced repeated interruptions during the evening that affect our security and limit our cleaning time.   
  

UBCO Teacher Candidates 
It is that time of year again when some of our wonderful staff members have the pleasure of UBCO Teacher 
Candidates (student teachers) in their classrooms.  We would like to extend a big welcome to them all and trust that 
they will enjoy the “experience that is École Peter Greer.” 

Mentor Teacher  Candidate 
Kendra Blakely  Kacey Wemyss 
Marijke Albrecht  Jaymie Kwiatkowski 
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Cold Weather Reminders 
 
With the colder weather arriving, we wanted to remind parents of 
the following: 
  
Clothing – The Okanagan Valley has temperatures that frequently 
go below -15 degrees Celsius.  Students need to be dressed for cold 
weather.  Because staying inside is not an option, it is critical that 
students arrive at school each day prepared for cold weather.  
Students dressed for cold weather have a warm coat with a hood 
or a toque, gloves or mittens and warm boots.   For those students 
who like to play a lot in the snow, snow pants are recommended as 
they will help keep students dry. Students and parents should check the local forecast for up to date weather 
information.  Students must be dressed appropriately so that they remain safe and comfortable during the following 
times: 
  

• Outside playtime before and after school (when cold, please do not drop students off prior to 8:10 and 
ensure pick up is no later than 2:45) 

• Lunchtime playtime (11:02 -11:57) 
• Recess (1:12-1:27) 
• Fire Drills (held during all temperatures) 
• School Bus breakdowns   
• Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences  

  
Snowballs/Snow – a reminder to all students that throwing snow or snowballs is not allowed. So that everyone can 
have fun and stay safe while playing outside, please reinforce with your children the importance of not throwing or 
kicking snow.  Student will be encouraged to build something with snow but not to throw or kick it. 
  
Icy Conditions – Sometimes ice can make things tricky.  Staff, students, and visitors to the school are asked to take 
extra care outside especially around steps and corners.  Also, students should be respectful of other students who 
are building snow sculptures.  Students are reminded frequently to not do anything to damage something that 
another student has taken the time to build. 
 

Food and Toiletries Drive 
We are all aware of the state of emergency that has been declared for our Province due to the torrential rains, 
floods, landslides, and power outages. It may be weeks before the families and students that are displaced by the 
floods are able to return to their home and/or school.  As good neighbors, we can help by providing food and 
toiletries to families who have been displaced from their homes and are currently living in Kelowna.  Starting on 
November 29th, our school will be collecting toiletries (body wash, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, 
lip balm etc.) and non-perishable food items.  Thanks to BC Transit will be picking up the food and delivering it to 
where it needs to go.   
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