
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER  
February / March 2022 

Message from our Admin Team 
It is hard to believe February is upon us.  Time sure flies when you are having fun, safely of course!  Seeing as though 
March is a short month, we combine the February and March newsletters.   The weeks since our holiday break have 
translated into a month of hard work and focused attention on the curriculum.   Our accomplishments to date have 
been outstanding.  Our team monitors learning data closely and frequently to ensure that we are helping all students 
reach their learning potential. As we diligently work through the second term, we can all feel confident that January 
has provided us with many academic accomplishments, and milestones surpassed.  
 As many of you are aware, quite a few businesses and organizations are facing staff shortages due to 
illness, and this has not escaped the schools in our district.  For the last two weeks we have had higher than usual 
absences where we have had to be creative in making sure continuity of learning was maintained.  We would like 
to thank those staff members who have been reassigned from their regular roles to cover enrolling classroom 
teacher vacancies.  Your patience and support do not go unnoticed!  

We hope parents will be able to take a bit of time out of their busy schedules to attend our Parent-
Teacher Conferences on Thursday, February 10th and Friday, February 11th, 2022. Due to site safety protocols, 
these conferences will once again be presented on Zoom.  Teachers will be able to share more in-depth 
assessment information at these conferences than they did in October.  These conferences are a great opportunity 
to re-connect with your child's teacher, share information between home and school, update parents on their 
child’s transition to a new grade, and to set learning goals.  Teachers will communicate their chosen format with 
you in the next couple of weeks.  If you have not heard from your child’s teacher about a time for your conference, 
please contact the school.   
 We would also like to remind our families that students and staff continue to work hard to follow site  
safety protocols and Provincial Health Orders (i.e., wearing masks, washing or sanitizing hands frequently, and  
staying home when ill.  We must remember that we need to stick together in order to support those front-line 
healthcare workers and that includes doing everything we can to minimize transmission and hospitalizations.  
 
We thank you for your help with keeping everyone in our community safe! 

Mr. J. Minkus and Dr. J. Sanbrooks 
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH 
 
Jan 31  Registration Start @ 7:00 am  
Feb 2  Groundhog Day 
Feb 10 & 11 Parent-Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal 12:30 
Feb 8  Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
Feb 16  Harmony Day 
Feb 18  Professional Development: Schools Closed 
Feb 21  Family Day: Schools Closed 
Feb 23  Dion & Ivanovic: Sovereign Lake Nordic Centre 
Feb 24  Craig & Catton: Sovereign Lake Nordic Centre 
March 8  PAC Meeting @ 6:30 
March 17  Report Cards Home 
March 18  Last Day of School Before Spring Vacation 
April 4  Schools Reopen After Spring Vacation 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
StrongStart is a free drop-in early learning 
program for children aged 0 to 5 years (prior to 
entry into kindergarten), who are accompanied 
by their parents or caregivers. It is the beginning 
of a special partnership between families and 
schools.  The program at Peter Greer is facilitated 

by Helga Helgason, a Licensed Early Childhood Educator.    
If you are a returning StrongStart family, then feel free to drop-in on days that work for you.  StrongStart Centres 
are open:  Monday – Friday 8:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. 
 
 
 

2022 – 2023 Budget Presentation 
The public presentation explaining how the district's budget is established will take place at the Central 
Okanagan Parent Advisory Council (COPAC) meeting on Monday, February 7, 2022, at 7:00 pm by zoom.  If you 
would like to attend this presentation, please email copac.president@sd23.bc.ca and the zoom link will be 
shared with you. 

We encourage all those interested in learning more about School District No. 23 (Central Okanagan)'s 
2022/2023 budget and how to provide input to participate in this information meeting. 

mailto:copac.president@sd23.bc.ca
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THE MIDDLE YEARS DEVELOPMENT INSTRUMENT (MDI) 
IS COMING TO YOUR SCHOOL THIS MONTH!  
 
Central Okanagan Public Schools has partnered with the Human Early Learning 
Partnership (HELP) at the University of British Columbia to measure and promote 
children’s social and emotional development, health, well-being, and assets through 
the Middle Year Development Instrument (MDI). The Middle Years Development 
Instrument (MDI) is a self-report questionnaire that asks children in middle childhood 

about their thoughts, feelings, and experiences. The MDI is the first survey of its kind to gather information about the 
lives of children both in school, in the home and in the community, from their own perspective. The survey questions 
align with the BC Ministry of Education’s K-12 curriculum, which includes a focus on promoting children’s personal 
and social competencies.   Grade 5 students are invited to complete the MDI during class time between February 1st 
and February 26th, 2021.  For more information and to view the questionnaires: http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/  
 
Parent FAQs: http://earlylearning.ubc.ca/mdi/parent-guardian-resources/  
 
If you do not want your child to participate please contact your child’s teacher, fill out the withdrawal form at the 
end of the parent/guardian informed passive consent letter that will be sent home soon, or contact the MDI project 
staff at mdi@help.ubc.ca 

 
French Immersion Information  

Do you have a child starting Kindergarten in September 2022? 
 
Central Okanagan Public Schools French Immersion program accepts 5 and 6 year old's at the beginning of their 
formal schooling.  French immersion is intended for non-French speaking students who wish to develop a high level 
of proficiency in both official languages. Students enrolled in French immersion study the same BC curriculum as 
students in the English-language program. The major distinction between the English-language program and French 
Immersion is that the language of instruction and communication in the immersion component is French. The BC 
curriculum is instructed in French from kindergarten to the end of grade 3. French Immersion is a program that can 
offer your child: a fun, effective, and challenging way to learn French at an early age, the opportunity to learn the 
same curriculum as the regular English program, in French; an opportunity to participate in rich French cultural 
learning experiences; a bilingual future.  Generally, the BC curriculum is instructed in French from kindergarten to the 
end of grade 3. From grades 4-7, 50-80% of the BC curriculum is taught in French. In Secondary School, from grades 
8-10, 50% of the BC curriculum is taught in French, in grade 11, 25% of the curriculum is taught in French, and in 
grade 12, at least 12.5% of the curriculum is taught in French. 
 
School tours and classroom visits are available by request. To set up a time, please email the Vice Principal at 
jeremy.sanbrooks@sd23.bc.ca or call the school at 250-870-5129. 
 
  

mailto:mdi@help.ubc.ca
mailto:jeremy.sanbrooks@sd23.bc.ca
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TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVISORY 
We request that families and care providers consider the following: 
  
It is illegal to:  
 

• Drive through a marked crosswalk when it is occupied by pedestrians.  As you approach a crosswalk, 
scan both ends and stop if occupied.  Try to make eye contact with the pedestrian. 

• Park or stop on any marked crosswalk or within 6 m of the approach side of a crosswalk.  If you do, 
you are in contravention of Traffic Bylaw 98-186.  Parking on the 
crosswalk forces young children to attempt to cross the road 
elsewhere and puts them at risk to be hit by a vehicle.   

• Make a U-turn if it interferes with other traffic. 
• Park across the entrance to a driveway or intersection. 
• Park where a curb is painted yellow. 

 
Other reminders: 
 

• The driveway and parking lot in front of the school is closed to all 
traffic except staff, fire, and vehicles equipped with a handicap pass.    

 
• Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in 

the upper level at the end of the drive-through.  Do not stop at the 
start or middle.  NEW:  The four vehicles at the top of the Kiss and 
Go lane can let their children exit at the same time as there is a sidewalk along the lane four 
vehicles deep.  This would help move the line a little faster. 

 
• Safely walking, cycling, riding scooters and skateboards require continuous reinforcement both at 

home and at school.  This equipment is not to be used on school property until after 2:45 pm. 
 

• A reminder to parents that there are lots of students out and about during peak drop off and pick 
up times and we urge you to use extra caution while driving. 

 
• Also, parents are asked to use the sidewalks if walking their children to and from school and not to 

cut through the parking lot as it is not safe. 
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Site Safety Protocols 
Getting ready for school – Parents/caregivers can use the Daily Health Check posted on our website to 
assess their child daily for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory 
disease before sending them to school.  If a student shows any symptoms (that are not related to an 
existing condition such as seasonal allergies) they must not take the bus or go to school.  
 
Masks – Masks are required to be worn by all inside schools and we will continue to reinforce the message 
to all students and staff. We are happy to report that we have close to 95% of our students wearing masks.  
Well done! You can read more about safety protocols here: 

Public Health Communicable Disease Guidance for K-12 Schools 

Provincial COVID-19 Communicable Disease Guidelines for K-12 Settings 

Hygiene throughout the day – Students should perform hand hygiene before and after breaks, eating and 
drinking, using shared spaces (e.g., gym, library, playground), using the washroom, after sneezing or 
coughing, and whenever hands are visibly dirty.  Most classrooms have sinks and all have a good supply of 
hand sanitizer.  We have a couple of classrooms without sinks, but they will have access to either a 
washroom or a portable hand washing station. 

Feeling sick – If a student feels sick or shows any symptoms during the school day, they must report to the 
office and staff will follow protocols for having the student picked up from school.  Parents will need to 
arrange pick up as soon possible. 

Physical distance – Although there currently is no official expectation for physical distancing, we do 
continue to encourage all staff and students to avoid close contact with others and to not share personal 
items such as food, and clothing. 

 

     

Visitors to School - We are limiting visitors to the school but are welcome to visit by appointment only. 
Visitors must call the office at 250-870-5129 to indicate the purpose and details of their visit and they must 
use the front main entrance to enter.  Upon entering, please sanitize hands and proceed to office to sign in.   
  

http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-Site/Documents/COVID_public_guidance/Guidance-k-12-schools.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf
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Cold Weather Guidelines 
With the cold weather arriving, we wanted to remind parents of 
the following: 
 
Clothing – The Okanagan Valley has temperatures that 
frequently go  below -15 degrees Celsius.  Students need to be 
dressed for cold weather.  Because staying inside is not an 
option, it is critical that students arrive at school each day 
prepared for cold weather.  Students dressed for cold weather 
have a warm coat with a hood or a toque, gloves or mittens and 

warm boots.   For those students who like to play a lot in the snow, snow pants are recommended as they will help 
keep students dry. Students and parents should check the local forecast for up to date weather information.  
Students must be dressed appropriately so that they remain safe and 
comfortable during the following times: 
 

• Outside playtime before and after school 
• Lunchtime playtime 
• Recess 
• Fire Drills (conducted at all temperatures) 
• Bus breakdowns   
• Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences. 

 
Snowballs/Snow – a reminder to all students that throwing snow or snowballs is not allowed. So that everyone can 
have fun and stay safe while playing outside, please reinforce with your children the importance of not throwing or 
kicking snow.  Student will be encouraged to build something with snow but not to throw or kick it. 
 
Icy Conditions - one of the biggest challenges in winter is navigating in icy conditions. Please take extra care outside 
especially around steps and corners.  Also, students should be respectful of other students who are building snow 
sculptures.  Please do not do anything to damage something that another student has taken the time to build. 
 
 

 Noon Hour Supervisors 
École Peter Greer Elementary is looking for temporary Noon Hour Supervisors to supervise students during the 
lunch hour on a relief basis (11:00 to 12:00 p.m. Monday to Friday).   Experience working with children and basic 
first aid would be an asset. 
 

If you, or anyone you know, may be interested, please drop by the main office for an application form.  For 
further information, please contact the office at 250-870-5129.  Pay Grade is $21.51 per hour.  
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