
Peter Greer Elementary School 
10300 Sherman Drive 

Lake Country, B.C.  V4V 1Y8 
Phone:  250-870-5129  

Principal:  Mr. J. Minkus 
Vice Principal: Mr. N. Elliott 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR ADMIN TEAM 
 

June promises to be just as busy as May – or more so.  We have just completed a month worth of activities at 
a record pace.  Why is it that as the day light hours get longer, the speed at which the days fly by gets so much faster?   
 At the end of April we wrapped up another successful Cross Country running season.   The number of runner 
participating grow every year and the students representing PGE proudly at our three meets.  Thanks to Mme Dewolf 
for taking the lead role in our Cross Country coaching efforts, and to the supporting cast, Mrs. Dion, Ms. Rancourt, 
Ms. Savage, Mrs. Letourneau and Mme Jones.   

On April 26, we hosted our first Wild Schools Day. Stu-
dents engaged in outdoor play to develop eco-literacy and envi-
ronmental stewardship around the school and in the green 
space behind the school.  

On May 2, our Intermediate French Immersion classes 
came together with over 600 of their peers from around the 
School District to participate in the cultural event J’MCA.  They 
spent the day dancing, singing, cooking, playing Aboriginal 
games, and in activities designed to enrich their learning in 
French.   

During the month of May, students held bake sales, 
bottle drives, candy bag sales, and Freezie sales to raise money 
for our Green Up project.  It is great to see our students taking the initiative to contribute back to our community for 
such worthy causes.  

Also in May, we hosted the Young Actor’s Studio for Drama classes.  The students are always very happy to 
participate in these sessions! 

On May 6, our track and field season wrapped up at our Track Meet with Oyama Traditional School.  Thank 
you to teachers Ms. Krastel and Ms. Sarbit or their leadership efforts during our track season and to all the Intermedi-
ate teachers and prep teachers for their help in supporting this opportunity.  Good fun, sportsmanship, and all kinds 
of neat track and field experience are to be had by all.  Thanks to the parents who also volunteered to help.  Students 
who met specific criteria for consistent performance, work ethic, and good sportsmanship, have been selected to par-
ticipate in the school district’s track and field meet being held on June 7 at the Apple Bowl. These students will have 
an opportunity to compete in their strongest events (maximum three event, plus a relay), against students from other 
district schools in their age group.  Thank you to Mme. Catton and Mrs. Guthrie, who will be accompanying the stu-
dent-athletes..   
 On May 22, our Intermediate Learning Community hosted Central Okanagan Public Schools Assistant Superin-
tendent Rhonda Ovelson and School Trustee for Lake Country Amy Geistlinger. 
 On May 24, our school held it’s third annual Maker Day. Students from Kindergarten to grade 6 showcased  
their collaborative learning through a variety of student-led STEAM initiatives and classroom transformations! Thank 
you to Mr. Elliott and Mme Eagleton for organizing and to the teachers and support staff for helping the students put 
their design thinking skills into action! 

On May 29, 30 and 31st, our grade 6s participated in their annual, year-end outdoor education trip to Gar-
dom Lake.  Students had a lot of fun learning while participating in hiking, swimming, orienteering, wall climbing, 
canoeing, and archery. The staff and students have been hard at work fundraising (Pizza Fridays) for this incredibly 
worthwhile experience.   
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR JUNE 
 
June 3 Grade 6 Immunizations and Measles Catch Up for Grades 1-6 
  Grade 6 Transition Visit to GESS 12:10 - 1:30 
June 4 Okanagan Regional Library Visits PGE 
  GESS Grade 6 Parent Information Night 6:00 PM 
June 4-5 Sexual Health Program for Grades 4-6 
June 6 District Track and Field Meet 
June 7 Family Fun Night 
June 11 Dion & Easton to Lake Country Art Gallery & Library 
  Fire Drill # 6 @ 10:45 
  PAC Meeting 6:30 pm—7:30 pm 
June 12 Eagleton & Fowler Field Studies @ Kangaroo Farm 
  Showcase of Learning 5:30 
  Play is the Way Family Learning @ 5:30 in the Gym 
June 21 National Aboriginal Day 
  Grades 1-4 to Lake Country Splash Park 
June 25  Grade 6 Year End Celebration—5:00 pm—6:30 pm 
June 26  Atlantis Waterslides—Grades 1 to 6—8:45 am—2:15 pm  
June 27 Last Day of School for Students 
  Report Cards Home 
  Year End Assembly @1:30; Recess @ 1:15 
June 28  Administrative Day—Students do not attend 
  Schools Close 2:30 pm 

 

Blossom Progressive Montessori Preschool 

Subsidy/Sponsorship spaces available 

 
Blossom Progressive Montessori Preschool in Partnership with School District 23 

has subsidy/sponsorship spaces available for September 2019. Each year the 

preschool sponsors children to go to school for free or for a reduced fee for 

families who qualify. For more information please contact Tanya Bunnah,  

Blossom Progressive Montessori Preschool Directress at: 

 

250-808-GROW (4769) 

Blossom Montessori@hotmail.com 
www.blossom-montessori.com 
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Classroom Placement in September 
 
We are currently holding student placement meetings to arrange classes for September. Your child’s current 
teacher plays a significant role in making these decisions as does next year’s teachers, Administration, and in 
some cases, staff from support services (i.e. Learning Assistance Teacher, Counselor, Resource Teacher).  
The development of class lists is given a great deal of time, careful thought and understanding with the 
knowledge teachers have of each student and what will be in the child’s best interest.  Because teachers see 
how students function in a classroom every day, they are confident that they can make a suitable placement 
for your child.  There are many factors that are taken into account in the process: 
 

 Academic achievement 

 Class size, composition and balance between boys and girls  

 Student special needs 

 Learning and teaching styles 

 Social groupings 

 Teacher and School Based Team recommendations 

 Instructional groupings 

 Previous placement history 
 
It should be noted that there are a number of additional factors, including changing enrolments, Provincial 
class size and composition legislation, and budget restrictions, that may make the placement of students a 
very complex issue.  Therefore, parent requests will be accepted as input, but should not be considered as 
the driving force behind placement decisions.  Our goal in creating each classroom  composition is to provide 
the best possible educational placement for the students within the various constraints of the system within 
which we function.  We appreciate your understanding of this very important issue. 
 
We will re-assess the class and school organization after the August registration period as we become aware 
of  any enrolment changes that have taken place over the summer. As is the case every year in all schools, 
teaching assignments and class organizations are subject to change in the fall.  Class lists will be posted on 
our website on the Friday before the first day of school in September and again on the morning of the first day 
of school.  In this process, the Principal has the ultimate responsibility under the School Act for the final deci-
sion regarding placements of students.  Please Note: Parents hold on to your child’s year end report 
card! You will need it to obtain your child’s P.E.N. number.  Class lists will show student P.E.N. num-
bers only. Due to the Freedom of Information Act, we are no longer allowed to post names.  

Thank you to President’s Choice for sponsoring our breakfast program! 
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As of May 2019, our projected enrolment is 460 students. The tentative teaching staff and class configuration is as fol-
lows.  We are just starting the staffing process. 
 
English Program 
Kindergarten   Kim Payne    Grade 3/4 TBA (maternity leave for Letourneau) 
Kindergarten/1  Cheryl Mazey    Grade 3/4 Alex Rancourt 
Grade 1/2  Whitney Martin    Grade 4 Caitlyn Knox 
Grade 1/2  Audra Britton    Grade 5 Kristen Dion 
Grade 1/2  Nicole Dawson    Grade 5/6 Matt Olson 
Grade 2  Cathleen Martin    Grade 5/6 Nicole Krastel 
Grade 3/4  Louise Caillaud    Grade 5/6 Clint Maltais 
 
French Program 
Kindergarten  Robyn Cassan    Grade 3/4 Jennifer Dewolf 
Kindergarten/1  Kristina Starling    Grade 4/5 TBA 
Grade 1/2  Kelly Tait    Grade 5/6 Christy Catton 
Grade 2/3  TBA (maternity leave for Mme Jones) 
   
James Minkus   Principal    Jeremey Sanbrooks  Vice Principal 
TBA    Teacher-Librarian / ELL   Cheryl Elsworth        Speech & Language Pathologist 
Dana Guthrie   PE/Prep/Support    Sandie Lavigne        Aboriginal Advocate 
Danielle Petryshyn Learning Assistance/Support  Lindsay Reynolds    Counsellor    
Lenora Flato   Resource Teacher (Special Needs) September Smith     Administration Assistant 
Emma Sarbit  Prep/Support    TBA         Classroom Support (0.5) 

 
 
Blended Classes 
 
As the school year draws to a close, some parents may find that in the coming school year, their child will be placed in a 
"mixed-age, split or blended" classroom.  There is a great deal of research showing both pros and cons, but the reality 
is, blended classes are in every school and at every grade level across Canada.   
 
Here are some considerations of blended classes: 
 

 Achievement is the same as, or better than, the academic achievement of children in same-grade classrooms. 
Mixed-age classrooms do not negatively affect student achievement, and students in  these  classrooms have sig-
nificantly more positive attitudes toward school, themselves, and others (Stone,1998; Veenman,1996). 

 

 There is a wide range of academic, social and emotional abilities within any grade grouping. Currently, students are 
assigned to a classroom based on their age and not based on academic achievement, ability or social/emotional  
factors.  In  every classroom, there are students who may be reading at one, two, even three grade levels higher or 
lower than the grade they are assigned. Blended classes can often have less of a range of abilities because stu-
dents are sometimes grouped homogenously.   If you were to ask any Primary teacher in a straight classroom with 
one grade level, how many reading levels they have in the classroom at any given time during the year, they will 
probably say they have at least 3-4 different reading levels.  This is why all Primary classrooms have leveled read-
ing resources from levels 4 – 17.   This allows teachers to match each student's needs to an appropriate level.  If 
you were to ask a teacher in a 'split' or 'blended' class the same question, they will probably say they have a smaller 
range of reading levels because students are grouped more closely together when building classes so that it is eas-
ier to facilitate both grades.   

 

 The newly revised curriculum focuses on each student’s needs and skills as opposed to grade level content. In fact,  
the new curriculum has 30% less content than in the past and focuses on 6 core competencies that are built in to 
every grade.. With the focus on skills and core competencies, grade configuration is not a significant factor in stu-
dent achievement.  Engaging students in personalized, deep learning is our goal and blended classes lend them-
selves to this approach.  
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Other Considerations of Blended Classrooms 

 
 
 Instead of looking at a classroom of students ‘assigned’ to a specific grade due to their birthdate, think of 

the classroom as simply a group of students, all at different levels of ability, needs and strengths.  
 
 Children develop a sense of family with their classmates. They become a "family of learners" who support 

and care for each other.  Older children have the opportunity to serve as mentors and to take leadership 
roles.  

 
 Children are more likely to cooperate than compete. The spirit of cooperation and caring makes it possi-

ble for children to help each other as individuals, not see each other as competitors.  This is consistent 
with our school’s Play is the Way program designed to help student develop strong decision making skills 
and bell well adjusted individuals. 

 
 Older children model more sophisticated approaches to problem solving, and younger children are able 

to accomplish tasks they could not do without the assistance of older children. This dynamic increases 
the older child’s level of independence and competence. 

 
 Children are invited to take charge of their learning, by making choices at centers and with project work. 

This sense of "ownership" and self-direction is the foundation for lifelong learning. 
 
 Blended classrooms promote a positive school culture because the older students have learned the rou-

tines of the school and they are in a position, through daily classroom experiences, to model, mentor and 
help support the younger students.  They “show them the ropes” so to speak (a very powerful influence, 
more so than adults). 

 
 Another benefit of blended classes is that they create more options for teachers and administrators when 

it comes to student placement.  For example, some years we may have only two classrooms for a partic-
ular grade level but need three classrooms to make them educational sound.  So we create three blend-
ed classes.  
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Blossom Progressive Montessori  

Summer Camp 
 

Come join us for some summer fun.  We are offering one week camps Mon-Thur 8:30-12:30.  
Each week will be a different theme. 125$ per week.   We are waiting on a District schedule 
for Custodial services and then we will announce the dates.  The program is open to children 
who are graduating Kindergarten as well. 
 
Reserve a spot today! 
Blossom_montessori@hotmail.com 
 
*Children must be toilet trained.  The camps are for 
children 3years to school age. (Graduating from Kin-
dergarten/Entering Kindergarten) 
 
25$ Registration Fee New Families Only 
 
We plan to operate 2 weeks in July and 2 weeks in 
August. 
 
For more information please contact Miss Tanya at 
250-808-4769 

Lost and Found  
 

Our Lost and Found is over-
flowing with some really nice 
items of clothing. They will be 
on display until 3:00 pm Thurs-
day, June 27.  Items left un-
claimed after this time will be 
donated to a local charity. 
Thank you for help with this!  

mailto:Blossom_montessori@hotmail.com
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School Safety 
 
Safety is our number one priority here at Peter 
Greer Elementary.  As such, we would like to re-
mind our  parents of a number of security precau-
tions in place: 

 
 All outside doors remain locked during the 

day, except the front entrance door, which is 
visible to the office.  The side entrances and 
classroom doors are sometimes “blind spots” 
- we ask that parents please respect the need 
for security and NOT flip the doors to allow 
access and if you see them open during the 
day, close them. 

 
 All visitors are asked to report to the office, 

sign in and out, and wear a visitor’s badge. 
 
 Playground supervision takes place in the 

morning ( 8:00—8:30 am), at lunch  (11:00—
12:00 pm), at recess (1:25—1:40 pm) and 
after school (2:30—2:45 pm).   

 
 Students waiting for parent pick-up during the 

day are asked to wait in front of the school or 
on the playground. 

 
 Strangers in the hallway are approached and 

asked if they ‘need help?” This can help iden-
tify potential intruders. 

 
 Safety procedures (fire drill, earthquake drill,    

lockdown drill) are practiced regularly.  A lock-
down procedure will immediately take place in 
the event that any staff member perceives 
danger in the school or on the school 
grounds. 

 
 Parents are asked NOT to use our student    

washrooms—please ask at the office to use 
our staff adult washrooms. 

 
 Students are reminded that if they see an 

adult in the washroom, even a parent, they 
should leave and return to class.  

 
 All classroom doors can be locked from the 

inside during a lockdown. 

Are You Moving? 
 
In order to make accurate plans for next year’s school 
organization, we need your assistance in confirming 
student enrollment for September.   
 
If you know you will be moving between now and the 
end of summer, please call Mrs. Smith in the school’s 
office and write a brief note to your child’s teacher at 
your earliest convenience.  

Thanks from  

the Heart 
 
Our Fruit and Veggie Snack Program has 
become a well appreciated part of our 
healthy eating initiative.  Our thanks to 
Craig Catton and Carlene Evans for keeping 
things up and running so smoothly.  With 
this program, our Tower garden and now 
the outdoor garden boxes, don’t be sur-
prised when your child/ren start leading 
you to the produce aisle and start filling 
your shopping cart with these nutritional 
gems.   
 


