
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER  
May 2022 

Message from your Admin Team 
It is hard to believe that it was two years ago that the Ministry of Education announced, after three 

months of remote learning, a voluntary, part-time return to in-class instruction. We wonder what June 1st this year 
will be like.  We remain optimistic and hopeful that the easing of health restrictions in the community and school 
means that the impacts of the pandemic on our lives is lessening.  Over 91% of our staff are fully vaccinated, 
providing added protections to themselves and others.  We want to want to thank each and every one of our parents 
and students for their patience, flexibility, and understanding as we have navigated the changing expectations due to 
the pandemic.   We are also very proud of our staff and the incredible impact their service and dedication continue to 
have for our learners and their families.  

 Story Walk 
Former PGE teacher Andrea Strang will be putting up a story walk at 

PGE titled, When We Are Kind by the brilliant Indigenous author Monique Gray 
Smith written in Diné and English.  It will be along our fence from May 6-16th 
to celebrate Childcare Month (facing outwards towards the sidewalk near the 
field so that children and families from the community can still enjoy it while 
school is in session). This Story Walk is part of our district's collaboration with 
the Central Okanagan Early Years Partnership and there will be several story 
walks installed across the Central Okanagan as a part of this celebration.  Story 
walks serve as an opportunity for families and the community to experience 
the joy of literacy outdoors, and for classes to participate in a "walking field 
trip". I've attached some discussion questions and notes around kindness from 
the author and illustrator that educators could use as an invitation into 
dialogue with their classes.  

 
Now that we can count on more sunshine and warmer afternoons 

(maybe!!), you will be seeing the Intermediates honing their Track and Field every Thursday and Friday afternoon.  
Students in grades 4 and 5 will be learning high jump, long jump, sprinting and middle distance running, shot put, 
discus and relay. Thanks to a group of willing teachers and keen students, we are also hosting Cross Country Running 
opportunities -weekly practices and two meets on May 17th and 31st. Students looking for a competitive experience 
and qualify may be chosen to attend the School District Track Meet on Thursday, June 8.   We will be allowed to send 
two boys and two girls from each grade in each of the events.  There are also additional competitive opportunities in 
the community for students offered by Okanagan Athletics Club.    

 
On May 10th, we are hosting our Early Learning for Families (ELFF) event.  ELFF is a program for families of 

3 to 5 year old children designed to build their success in literacy at school and to build connections between home 
and school.  We provide dinner for the whole family, including siblings, and families learn together in various 
activities.  Each family receives a “goodie bag” for home, and there's also opportunities to win door prizes too! 
Thanks to our ELFF Team for taking the leadership in planning and hosting this annual event.  See Page 8 for details.  

https://okac.ca/oac-twilight-meet-series/
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Spring Has Sprung at PGE! 

 

  Students from Ms. Letourneau, Ms. Ivanovic, and Mme Dewolf's classes celebrate Earth Day on April 22. The 
pictures show Earth Day spelled out (from left) in Nsyilxcen, the language of the Syilx people of the Okanagan, 
English and French.   

 

Mike Ochoa, Youth Justice Worker, from the Okanagan Indian Band, taught Ms. Craig's grade 4/5 students in 
our outdoor learning space, about the warriors from the four sacred directions of the medicine wheel, and the 
Syilx traditional game of 'full awareness.'  Mike also held a 'smudge' to promote positive thoughts.  Permission 
was granted by the presenter to take and use these pictures within the school community.  Thank you to our 
Indigenous Advocate, Rose Alexis, for her leadership in arranging this learning opportunity.  
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Kindergarten Transition Information for 2022-2023 
 

Families should have received confirmation of registration letters for both English and French at École Peter Greer Elementary 
for the 2022-2023 school year in early May 2022.  Once the required documentation from you is on file here in the office, please 
consider your child part of our PGE community. 
 
We are so excited to meet all of you and your children! To start the welcoming process, we ask that you: 
 

- Attend the Parent Information Session on Zoom @ 4:30 pm Tuesday, May 24.  This will be a short presentation of what 
to expect and an opportunity to ask questions. You can join the Zoom meeting: 
https://sd23.zoom.us/j/6512159894 (Meeting ID: 651 215 9894) 
 

- Show your child our introductory video.  A link will be emailed to you and placed on our website in early June. The video 
will help students familiarize themselves with some PGE faces and spaces. 
 

- If there is anything you would like us to know about your child that you feel may ease their transition, please fill out this 
optional digital form. We will be gathering additional information during the first week of school in September.  
 

- Play Based Sessions - Your child is invited to attend school for two sessions so that they are introduced to a school-
based learning through play experience.  Please choose one of the four groups listed below. Spaces are limited for each 
group so please RSVP early to: helga.helgason@sd23.bc.ca to secure your spot! 
 

Group A  
Mon. May 30 and Wed. June 1  12:30 – 1:30  
Group B 
Tues. May 31 & Thurs. June 2  12:30 – 1:30   
Group C  
Mon. June 6 and Wed. June 8  12:30 – 1:30 
Group D  
Tues. June 7 and Thurs. June 9  12:30 – 1:30   
   

The other half of the Kindergarten Transition process will take place in the first week back to school starting on Wednesday, 
September 7.  In late August, you will receive a letter/email detailing additional plans for helping your child make a successful 
transition to Kindergarten.  Some key dates for these plans are: 
 
Tuesday, Sept. 6 First Day of School for Grades 1-5.  Orientation Mini Session for Students and Parents. More 

detailed information will be shared in a separate letter to parents in late August. 
Wednesday, Sept. 7 Mini Sessions for Students Only 
Thursday, Sept. 8 Mini Sessions for Students Only 
Friday, Sept. 9 No school for your child as this day will be used for forming/deciding classroom placements 

for the year.  Please expect a call on this day to learn who your child’s Kindergarten teacher 
will be. 

Monday, Sept. 12 First Full day of Kindergarten for all students 
   
The purpose of the mini-sessions is to share information about basic daily routines and expectations for kindergarten students 
and to provide an opportunity for your child to see the school/class and meet some of the other students.  Please note that 
classroom placements are not determined until Friday, September 9, after teachers have had an opportunity to assess each 
class grouping.  
 
 

https://sd23.zoom.us/j/6512159894
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScno1Ay70OdA-O62xtPJAELazOGLEo0Fhg2v6XnbA8zqXJ6MQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:helga.helgason@sd23.bc.ca
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Classroom Placement in September 
We are currently holding student placement meetings to arrange classes for September.  Your child’s current teacher 
plays a significant role in making these decisions as does next year’s teachers, Administration, and in some cases, staff 
from support services (i.e., Learning Assistance Teacher, Counselor, Resource Teacher etc.).  The development of class 
lists is given a great deal of time, careful thought and understanding with the knowledge teachers have of each student 
and what will be in the child’s best interest.  Since teachers see how students function in a classroom every day, they 
are confident that they can make a suitable placement for your child.  Every year, we have a small number of parents 
wishing to make placement requests for their children and we ask that those requests come before we start the process 
of creating classes. We do parents have a conversation with your child's current classroom teacher prior to making a 
request. Parents requesting a specific class configuration/division, should place their request in writing to their 
current classroom teacher and copy to the office. Requests for placements are considered during the class building 
process, but not all can be accommodated for a variety of factors, and we are not in a position to accommodate parent 
requests for students to be 'switched' from one class to another once classes have been set. 
 
There are many factors that are considered in the process: 

• academic achievement 
• class size, composition and balance between boys and girls 
• complex needs of students 
• learning and teaching styles 
• peer dynamics and social groupings 
• teacher and School Based Team recommendations 
• previous placement history 

 
It should be noted that there are a number of additional factors, including changing enrolments, Provincial class size 
and composition legislation, and budget restrictions, that sometimes makes the placement of students a very complex 
issue.  Therefore, parent requests will be accepted as input, but should not be considered as the driving force behind 
placement decisions.  Our goal in creating each classroom  composition is to provide the best possible educational 
placement for the students within the various constraints of the system within which we function.  We appreciate your 
understanding of this very important issue. 
 
We will re-assess the class and school organization after the August registration period as we become aware of any 
enrolment changes that have taken place over the summer.  As is the case every year in all schools, teaching 
assignments and class organizations are subject to change in the fall.  Class lists will be posted (by student PEN number) 
on our website on the Friday before the first day of school in September and again by name at the front of the school 
on the morning of the first day of school.  In this process, the Principal has the ultimate responsibility under the School 
Act for the final decision regarding placements of students.    
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School Organization 

As of May 2022, our projected enrolment is 395 students. The tentative teaching staff and class configuration is as 
follows.  We are just starting the staffing process. 
  
English Program 
Kindergarten  Cheryl Mazey  Grade 2/3  Shenay Craig  
Kindergarten Kim Payne   Grade 3/4  Kate Ivanovic 
Grade 1/2  Marijke Albrecht  Grade 4/5   Kristen Dion 
Grade 1/2  Audra Britton  Grade 4/5  Sarah Letourneau 
Grade 1/2  Whitney Martin  Grade 4/5  Nicky Krastel 
Grade 2/3  Louise Caillaud   
  
French Program 
Kindergarten Kelly Tait   Grade 2/3  Cassie Jones 
Kindergarten/1 Kristina Starling  Grade 3/4  Jennifer Dewolf 
Grade 1/2  Jenna Henderson  Grade 5/6  Christy Catton 
Grade 2/3  Renee Turik 
   
James Minkus Principal   Jeremy Sanbrooks Vice Principal 
Sherri Savage Teacher-Librarian / ELL Cheryl Elsworth Speech & Language Pathologist 
Dana Guthrie PE/Prep/Support  Jaime Kimmitt Indigenous Advocate 
Rose Alexis  Indigenous Advocate   Kelli Cook  Counsellor 
Danielle Petryshyn Learning Assistance/Support September Smith Administration Assistant  
Lenora Manuel Resource Teacher  Emma Sarbit Social-Emotional Teacher  
Jacquie Portwood Prep/Support  Susan Elliott LAT French Immersion 
Wanda Vanderveen ARC Student Support Clinician Helga Helgeson Strong Start Facilitator 
 
Support Staff 

Connie Radis Certified Education Assistant  
Wendy Parfitt Certified Education Assistant  
Sheri Jensen Certified Education Assistant  
Ashley Cornelius Certified Education Assistant 
Kathryn Gevers Certified Education Assistant 
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Blended Classes 
As the school year draws to a close, some parents may find that in the coming school year, their child will be placed 
in a "mixed-age, split or blended" classroom.  There is a great deal of research showing both pros and cons, but the 
reality is, blended classes are in every school and at every grade level across North America.   
 
Here are some considerations of blended classes: 

• Achievement is the same as, or better than, the academic achievement of children in same-grade classrooms. 
Mixed-age classrooms do not negatively affect student achievement, and students in  these  classrooms have 
significantly more positive attitudes toward school, themselves, and others (Stone,1998; Veenman,1996). 

• There is a wide range of academic, social and emotional abilities within any grade grouping.  
• Students are assigned to a grade based on their age and not based on academic achievement, ability or 

social/emotional factors.  In every classroom, there are students who may be reading at one, two, even three 
grade levels higher or lower than the grade they are assigned. Blended classes can often have less of a range 
of abilities because students are sometimes grouped homogenously.  It's a fact that in any classroom, there 
will be at least 3-4 different reading levels amongst the students. This is why all Primary classrooms have 
leveled reading resources from levels 4 – 17.  This allows teachers to match each student's needs to an 
appropriate level.   

• The curriculum focuses on each student’s needs and skills as opposed to grade level content. With the focus 
on skills and core competencies, grade configuration is not a significant factor in student achievement.  
Engaging students in personalized, deep learning is our goal and blended classes lend themselves to this 
approach. 

 

Other Considerations of Blended Classrooms 
Instead of looking at a classroom of students ‘assigned’ to a specific grade due to their birthdate, think of the classroom 
as simply a group of students, all at different levels of ability, needs and strengths.  
 
Children develop a sense of family with their classmates.  They become a "family of learners" who support and care 
for each other.  Older children have the opportunity to serve as mentors and to take leadership roles.  

 
Children are more likely to cooperate than compete.  The spirit of cooperation and caring makes it possible for children 
to help each other as individuals, not see each other as competitors.  This is consistent with our school’s Play is the 
Way program designed to help student develop strong decision-making skills and bell well-adjusted individuals. 

 
Older children model more sophisticated approaches to problem solving, and younger children are able to accomplish 
tasks they could not do without the assistance of older children. This dynamic increases the older child’s level of 
independence and competence.   
 
Blended classrooms promote a positive school culture because the older students have learned the routines of the 
school and they are in a position, through daily classroom experiences, to model, mentor and help support the younger 
students.  They “show them the ropes” so to speak (a very powerful influence, more so than adults). 
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Student Learning Surveys Raffle Winner 

Congratulations to Jennifer Jones (parent of Shane Jones 
from Mrs. Craig's class) for winning a $50.00 gift certificate 
from Indigo.  Their name was drawn in the raffle of names 
of parents who completed the 2022 Ministry of Education’s 
Student Learning Survey and returned confirmation to the 
school.  Parent feedback is important to schools. Feedback 
forms part of the annual school improvement cycle and 
provides a common basis for discussing satisfaction at the 
provincial, district and school levels.  
 

 

UBCO Summer Camps 
Led by nationally recognized coaches and student 
athletes, UBCO’s Heat Summer Sport Camps offer a 
fun-filled week of skill development for kids aged 6 to 
18. These camps are a great way to introduce youth 
to a sport or help them improve their techniques. 
Camp programming includes golf, basketball, 
volleyball, running, cycling, and more.  

Camps are set to run in July and August, and 
registration is now open. Click here to learn more.  

https://goheat.prestosports.com/Community/Youth/heatsportcamps
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SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS NEEDED 
 

Do you have a passion to work with children or youth, enjoy driving and excited 
to have the holidays and summers off with your children? 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

For more information contact Transportation Services 
250-870-5151 or email us at transportation@sd23.bc.ca 

 
To apply  

Scan the QR code or use the link:  https://bit.ly/SD23BusDrivers 
 
 

$28.23 per hour 
Applicants must have:  

• Completed Grade 10 
• A valid Class 1 or 2 B.C. Driver's License with Air Brake Endorsement 
• A clear Driver's Abstract 

 
 

 
Central Okanagan Public School District is in need of professional drivers to 

operate our school bus routes 
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