
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER 
November 2020 

Message from your Admin Team 
 
Most students and parents will have noticed the changes that have occurred in the last four years, especially in the area of 
Communicating Student Learning. When parents and students receive their first term report cards on December 10, they will once 
again look different from past years, especially if you are new to our school district.  It is safe to say that the transition to these 
new ways of assessing and reporting has been a success, especially when you get to see first-hand the involvement of the students.  

On an ongoing basis, teachers assist students to choose samples of work 
that demonstrate student learning within the curricular competencies, content and 
the core competencies. Meaningful samples of student progress encourage learning 
as a personalized process. Examples provide ongoing, authentic, specific, and 
descriptive evidence of the learning journey aligned with clear learning standards. 
Evidence may include documentation of conversations; observations and products 
around key areas of learning; and student and teacher reflections. These may be 
presented in digital or non-digital portfolios. 

But why the change?  Was the previous way of assessing and reporting 
(i.e. letter grades and report cards) so bad?  Well, the answer to that question is 
two-fold.  First, there is an overwhelming amount of research that indicates there 
are better ways to assess students – ways that ensure deeper learning and more 
active student participation.  Second, the previous system of reporting—using 
numbers, symbols and letter grades, although very familiar to us because that is 
what we experienced when we went to school, does not align with the new curriculum. 

Some parents and students have commented that they liked receiving letter grades because from their vantage point, 
it let them know how they were doing in each subject area in comparison to other students the same age.  The problem with this 
argument, however, is that a grade, number, or symbol is highly subjective and statistically, does not provide an accurate 
comparison to other students of the same age.  A "B' issued by one teacher, could very well be an 'A' or a 'C' from another teacher 
in the same grade and subject. 

Sandra Mathison, an education professor at the University of British Columbia, argues that grades, in themselves, are 
actually rather superficial, and not all that helpful in the learning process. In practice, she says, they distract from the most 
meaningful forms of learning, diverting students’ attention from their truest interests in their pursuit of the grade, sometimes even 
motivating kids to take an easier path in order to achieve a higher grade when the more difficult one would’ve held more valuable 
lessons. (Tim Johnson, Canadian Family Magazine) 

 Today, your child's teacher might introduce you to a digital portfolio like Fresh grade, Seesaw, Class Dojo, Google 
Classroom or my Blueprint.  One thing for sure is that the teaching staff at PGE are excited to be taking part in this change and 
invite parents to join them on this learning journey. 
 

Sincerely, Mr. J. Minkus & Dr. J. Sanbrooks  
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Traffic Safety Advisory 
 
Now that the change in weather is upon us, so are changes in driving habits.  With rainy or snowy weather and less 
light here, now is not the time to be cutting corners on driving safety.  This past week we have seen many vehicles 
using our neigbours driveways to drop off students and then reverse onto a busy street so they can spped up the 
time of wherever it is they need to get to. We sincerely request that parents consider the following: 
  
It is illegal to: 
 

• Drive through a marked crosswalk when it is occupied by pedestrians.  As you approach a crosswalk, scan 
both ends and stop if occupied.  Try to make eye contact with the pedestrian. 

• Park or stop on any marked crosswalk or within 6 m of the approach side of 
a crosswalk.  If you do, you are in contravention of Traffic Bylaw 98-186.  
Parking on the crosswalk forces young children to attempt to cross the 
road elsewhere and puts them at risk to be hit by a vehicle.     Obey driving 
laws and regulations.  

• Make a U-turn if it interferes with other traffic 

• Park across the entrance to a driveway or intersection 

• Park where a curb is painted yellow 
 
Other reminders: 
 

• The driveway and parking lot in front of the school is closed to all traffic 
except staff, fire, and vehicles equipped with a handicap pass.    

 
• Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in the 

upper level at the end of the drive-through.  Do not stop at the start or middle.  NEW:  The four vehicles at 
the top of the Kiss and go Lane can let their children exit at the same time as there is a sidewalk along the 
lane four vehicles deep.  This would help move the line a little faster. 

 
• Safely walking, cycling, riding scooters and skateboards require continuous reinforcement both at home and 

at school.  This equipment is not to be used on school property until after 2:45 pm. 
 

• A reminder to parents that there are lots of students out and about during peak drop off and pick up times 
and we urge you to use extra caution while driving. 

 
• Also, parents are asked to use the sidewalks if walking their children to and from school and not to cut 

through the parking lot as it is not safe 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
November 5 Dion's Class Indigenous Ethnic Walk 
  Parent Presentation: Worry Monsters – How to Help Your Child Deal with Anxiety 
  6:30 PM via Zoom.  More Info to Follow 
November 10 Remembrance Day Assembly on Zoom 10:00 

Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
November 11 Remembrance Day: Schools Closed 
November 13 Fire Drill # 3 @ 2:10 pm 
December 8 Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
December 10 Report Cards Home 
December 18 Last Day of School Before Winter Vacation 
Dec 21-Jan 1 Winter Vacation 
January 4  Schools Reopen After Winter Break 
January 12  Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
January 18 – Feb 26 Foundation Skills Assessment for Grade 4s 
Feb 10th & 11th Parent-Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal 
March 11  Report Cards Home 
 
Staffing Update 
Please welcome new Certified Education Assistant's, Cath Scurrah and Tania Heaton! Ms. Scurrah will be working in 
K-1 English classrooms and Ms. Heaton will be working in the Chan/Maltais grade 4/5 Community. Please also 
welcome our new, continuing Custodian, Dean Armstrong.  Dean joins us from North Glenmore Elementary.  We 
wish Virginia Rangel all the best in her new assignment. 
 
 

Parent Presentation: Worry Monsters: How to Help Your 
Kids Cope with Worry and Anxiety 
Our Social-Emotional Learning Team (scroll down on page to learn about this team) is hosting a parent session 
on anxiety which seems to be necessary in light of the current global pandemic.   The focus will be on discussing 
what anxiety is, how it presents and coping strategies that can be used to help their children build resiliency and 
calm minds.  The session will now be presented on Zoom. Info to Follow. 

Date: Thursday, November 5th at 6:30 pm until 7:30 pm.   

Lost and Found 
Our Lost and Found is overflowing with some really nice items of clothing. They will be on display until 3:00 pm this 
Tuesday, November 3. Items left unclaimed after this time will be donated to a local charity.  Thank you for help with 
this. 
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School Goals 

For the second year in a row, our teachers, support staff, and Indigenous Advocates continue to meet to further our 
inquiry around re-imagining the educational experience for our learners, in particular in the area of Land Based 
Literacy.  Land-based learning where students routinely go outside represents a potential high-leverage  pedagogy 
that will affect student achievement, social-emotional and physical well-being, and understandings of environmental 
stewardship.  We continue to focus on exploring  how teachers can build expertise around First Peoples' Principles of 
Learning and apply them using  a land-based learning approach in a BC elementary school.   In a post-COVID-19 
environment, greater  outdoor learning might be a more manageable and more appealing means of instruction for 
teachers to  consider.  

 
 

Using the NOIIE (Networks of Inquiry and Indigenous Education), Spirals of Inquiry framework, we are: 

• using our October 2020 Implementation Day to engage with Wild Schools BC in a site-based day of learning 
around Land Based Literacy through the lens of First People's Principles of Learning. 

• taking e action by co-planning, co-teaching and co-assessing high quality learning tasks and opportunities 
• checking to see how much of a difference these new actions are making to learners 
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Cold Weather Reminders 

Clothing – The Okanagan Valley has temperatures that frequently go below -15 degrees Celsius.  Students need to be 
dressed for cold weather.  Because staying inside is not an option, it is critical that students arrive at school each day 

prepared for cold weather.  Students dressed for cold weather have a warm coat with a hood 
or a toque, gloves or mittens and warm boots.   For those students who like to play a lot in the 
snow, snow pants are recommended as they will help keep students dry. Students and parents 
should check the local forecast for up to date weather information.  Students must be dressed 
appropriately so that they remain safe and comfortable during the following times: 

 Outside playtime before and after school (when cold, please do not drop students off prior to 8:10 and 
ensure pick up is no later than 2:45) 

 Lunchtime playtime (11:02 -11:57) 
 Recess (afternoon) 
 Fire Drills (conducted at all temperatures) 
 Bus breakdowns   
 Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences  

 
Snowballs/Snow – a reminder to all students that throwing snow or snowballs is not allowed. So that 
everyone can have fun and stay safe while playing outside, please reinforce with your children the 
importance of not throwing or kicking snow.  Student will be encouraged to build something with snow 
but not to throw or kick it. 
 

Icy Conditions - Staff, students, and parents are reminded to please take extra care 
outside especially around steps and corners.  Some tips for walking in icy conditions: 
 Shorten your stride 
 Keep your weight over your feet to maintain good balance 
 Wear footwear with soft, rubber soles designed for traction  
 Don’t carry heavy or awkward items 
 Be extra careful when getting out of your vehicle 

 

BELL SCHEDULE 
Warning Bell    8:25 a.m. 
Classes in Session   8:30 a.m. 
Lunch   11:02 a.m. 
Classes in Session   11:57 a.m. 
Recess   1:12 – 1:27 p.m. 
Dismissal    2:30 p.m. 

  



 

 

 

6 

 

 


	Message from your Admin Team

