
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER 
November 2021 

Message from your Admin Team 
 

Yesterday was the first day we all noticed the change in daylight or lack thereof, which is a sign that we are in the middle 
of autumn and there are only a souple of weeks left before our first snowfall. Let’s look back and review what has happened 
during the past four weeks.   October started of with our grade 4 students writing the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA). The 
purpose of the FSA is to: 

• provide system level information on student performance 
• support decision making (interventions, planning, resource allocation, curriculum, policy, research). 
• support districts and schools with information on student performance  

 
The FSA is NOT designed to determine the learning needs of individual students.  Using FSA results to “rank” schools in 

inappropriate and damaging and this practice is not endorsed by any of our partner groups or the Ministry of Education.  
 
During the first week of October, all teachers participated in Class Review Meetings with our School Based Team. Class 

review meetings are part of our annual scan of classrooms to ensure that classrooms are getting the support they need to ensure 
the success of every student.  On October 6th, we celebrated Terry Fox's legacy by hosting a school-wide run, one for primary 
classes and one for Intermediate classes. Primaries ran laps of the field and Intermediates ran laps through our forest trail. 
Students brought in toonies to donate.  We raised just over $600 for the Terry Fox Foundation! Thank you to teachers Emma 
Sarbit and Sarah Letourneau for coordinating this important event.  

 
On October 8 Implementation Day, our teachers and support staff were engaged in a full day of learning.  This is the 

third year of the 4-year Ministerial Order for school districts across the province to provide one non-instructional day with a 
focus on Indigenous Education and Truth and Reconciliation.  In the morning, we watched a very powerful, live keynote address 
on Zoom from Kevin Lamoureaux, the voice of the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation at the University of Winnipeg.  
We also heard from Ted Gottfriedson, the language and culture department manager of the Tk'emlups te Secwepemc 
community in Kamloops, who was a key person on the frontlines of the tragic circumstances at the Kamloops Residential School 
this past May.   

 
  On October 14th and 15th, we hosted our Meet the Teacher Conferences.  Despite the inability to host in-person 

conferences, we had a very good turnout of parents connecting by Zoom with their child's classroom teacher.  At the same time, 
all students in grades 4 and 5 completed the mandated, annual Sexual Health Education component of the curriculum.  
  

On October 25, our school resumed our Composting Program. Our Green 
Team of leadership students and staff visited classrooms to deliver compost bins and 
a poster, and they provided short presentations on how to use the bins.  Staff are 
very excited to see this program back up and running again! Here is a link to a video 
The Green Team made a video here demonstrating how the bins work.  

 
On October 29, we hosted a 'We Scare Hunger Event,' in support of the 

Lake Country Community Fridge.  Thanks to our Leadership students and SEL Teacher 
Emma Sarbit for making this big contribution to scare aware food scarcity in our 
community.  Tons of food was donated and over $210 dollars in cash collected!  

With gratitude, 
 

Mr. Minkus and Dr. Sanbrooks 
 

http://www.pge.sd23.bc.ca/ProgramsServices/sss/Pages/default.aspx#/=
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ErP3ZWzvdo_S0YhtkkPgYdCcXjlnwSsM/view
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Traffic Safety Advisory 
 
Now that the change in weather is upon us, so are changes in driving habits.  With rainy or snowy weather and less 
light here, now is not the time to be cutting corners on driving safety.  This past week we have seen many vehicles 
using our neigbours driveways to drop off students and then reverse onto a busy street so they can spped up the 
time of wherever it is they need to get to. We sincerely request that parents consider the following: 
  
It is illegal to: 
 

• Drive through a marked crosswalk when it is occupied by pedestrians.  As you approach a crosswalk, scan 
both ends and stop if occupied.  Try to make eye contact with the pedestrian. 

• Park or stop on any marked crosswalk or within 6 m of the approach side of 
a crosswalk.  If you do, you are in contravention of Traffic Bylaw 98-186.  
Parking on the crosswalk forces young children to attempt to cross the 
road elsewhere and puts them at risk to be hit by a vehicle.     Obey driving 
laws and regulations.  

• Make a U-turn if it interferes with other traffic 

• Park across the entrance to a driveway or intersection 

• Park where a curb is painted yellow 
 
Other reminders: 
 

• The driveway and parking lot in front of the school is closed to all traffic 
except staff, fire, and vehicles equipped with a handicap pass.    

 
• Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in the 

upper level at the end of the drive-through.  Do not stop at the start or middle.  NEW:  The four vehicles at 
the top of the Kiss and go Lane can let their children exit at the same time as there is a sidewalk along the 
lane four vehicles deep.  This would help move the line a little faster. 

 
• Safely walking, cycling, riding scooters and skateboards require continuous reinforcement both at home and 

at school.  This equipment is not to be used on school property until after 2:45 pm. 
 

• A reminder to parents that there are lots of students out and about during peak drop off and pick up times 
and we urge you to use extra caution while driving. 

 
• Also, parents are asked to use the sidewalks if walking their children to and from school and not to cut 

through the parking lot as it is not safe 
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
November 3 Sexual Health Education for Grade 4s 
  Welcome New Assistant Superintendent for Lake Country Schools Jamie Robinson 
November 5 Welcome UBCO Student Candidates 
November 9 Fire Drill # 3 @10:45 

Parent Advisory Council Meeting on Zoom @ 6:30 
November 10 Remembrance Day Assembly on Zoom 10:00 
November 11 Remembrance Day: Schools Closed 
November 12 Strong Start Centre Closed 
November 19 Welcome UBCO Student Candidates 
November 26 Strong Start Closed Today 

Welcome UBCO Student Candidates 
November 29 Fire Drill # 4 @2:00 pm 
December 9 Report Cards Home  
December 14 Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
December 10 Report Cards Home 
December 17 Last Day of School Before Winter Vacation 
Dec 20-Jan 3 Winter Vacation 
January 4  Schools Reopen After Winter Break 
 
UBCO Teacher Candidates 
It is that time of year again when some of our wonderful staff members have the pleasure of UBCO Teacher 
Candidates (student teachers) in their classrooms.  We would like to extend a big welcome to them all and trust that 
they will enjoy the “experience that is École Peter Greer.” 
Mentor Teacher  Candidate 
Kendra Blakely  Kacey Wemyss 
Marijke Albrecht  Jaymie Kwiatkowski 
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Cold Weather Reminders 
Clothing – The Okanagan Valley has temperatures that frequently go below -15 degrees Celsius.  Students need to be 
dressed for cold weather.  Because staying inside is not an option, it is critical that students arrive at school each day 

prepared for cold weather.  Students dressed for cold weather have a warm coat with a hood 
or a toque, gloves or mittens and warm boots.   For those students who like to play a lot in the 
snow, snow pants are recommended as they will help keep students dry. Students and parents 
should check the local forecast for up to date weather information.  Students must be dressed 
appropriately so that they remain safe and comfortable during the following times: 

 Outside playtime before and after school (when cold, please do not drop students off prior to 8:10 and 
ensure pick up is no later than 2:45) 

 Lunchtime playtime (11:02 -11:57) 
 Recess (afternoon) 
 Fire Drills (conducted at all temperatures) 
 Bus breakdowns   
 Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences  

 
Snowballs/Snow – a reminder to all students that throwing snow or snowballs is not allowed. So that 
everyone can have fun and stay safe while playing outside, please reinforce with your children the 
importance of not throwing or kicking snow.  Student will be encouraged to build something with snow 
but not to throw or kick it. 
 

Icy Conditions - Staff, students, and parents are reminded to please take extra care 
outside especially around steps and corners.  Some tips for walking in icy conditions: 
 Shorten your stride 
 Keep your weight over your feet to maintain good balance 
 Wear footwear with soft, rubber soles designed for traction  
 Don’t carry heavy or awkward items 
 Be extra careful when getting out of your vehicle 

 

BELL SCHEDULE 
Warning Bell    8:25 am 
Classes in Session   8:30 am 
Lunch   11:02 am 
Classes in Session   12:00 pm 
Recess   1:15 – 1:30 pm 
Dismissal    2:30 pm 
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Partners for Inclusive Education (PIE) 
Partners for Inclusive Education is a safe place where families, staff and community partners can connect 
and improve support for learners with diverse abilities. Partners for Inclusive Education strives for open 
communication about inclusive education. This effort requires education, teamwork, and empathy to 
maximize "wrap around support" and celebrate the differences that make our children individuals. The 
Purpose of Partners for Inclusive Education can be found on the School District website under Parent 
Resources: 
(http://www.sd23.bc.ca/Publications/PIE_info.pdf) 
 

The next Partners for Inclusive Education meeting is scheduled for: 
Date: Monday, November 8, 2021 
Time: 6:00 pm 
Location: Zoom (contact the Superintendent's Office for Zoom details) 
Meetings are normally held on the 2nd Monday of each month. 

 

http://www.sd23.bc.ca/Publications/PIE_info.pdf
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