
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER 
November 2022 

Message from your Admin Team 
 

Yesterday was the first day we all noticed the change in daylight or lack thereof, which is a sign that we are in the middle 
of autumn and there are only a couple of weeks left before our first snowfall. Let’s look back and review what has happened 
during the past four weeks.   October started of with our grade 4 students writing the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA). The 
purpose of the FSA is to: 

• provide system level information on student performance 
• support decision making (interventions, planning, resource allocation, curriculum, policy, research). 
• support districts and schools with information on student performance  

 
The FSA is NOT designed to determine the learning needs of individual students.  Using FSA results to “rank” schools is 

inappropriate and damaging and this practice is not endorsed by any of our partner groups or the Ministry of Education.   
On October 5th and 6th, we hosted our Meet the Teacher Conferences.  Although we welcomed the return of in-person 

conferences, many parents expressed their appreciation for having the option to Zoom in.  Both formats featured a very good 
turnout of parents.  Because teachers have not had a lot of time since the start of the year (4 short weeks in a row) to gather and 
therefore share student assessment data, these conferences were a great opportunity to meet the classroom teacher, learn 
about how their child has settled into the new routines of the classroom and school, and share information between home and 
school.   

On the October 7 Implementation Day, our teachers and support staff were engaged in a full day of learning.  This is the 
fourth year of the 4-year Ministerial Order for school districts across the province to provide one non-instructional day with a 
focus on Indigenous Education and Truth and Reconciliation.  We watched the film, We Were Children – a story of the profound 
impact of the Canadian government’s residential school system through the eyes of two children.  In the afternoon, we 
completed basic training in anaphylaxis and allergy management, epilepsy and seizures and diabetes. 

In the following week, all teachers participated in Class Review Meetings with our School Based Team. Class review 
meetings are part of our annual scan of classrooms to ensure that classrooms are getting the support they need to ensure the 
success of every student.   

During the last two weeks of October, we hosted a 'We Scare Hunger Event,' in support of the Lake Country Community 
Fridge.  Thanks to our Leadership students and SEL Teacher Emma Sarbit for making this big contribution to scare aware food 
scarcity in our community.  Lots of food was donated! In the words of their staff – 'small contributions make a big overall 
impact!" 

On November 10th, we will be holding our annual Remembrance Day assembly at 10:00 am. Parents are invited to 
attend. Students who are members of any service organization (Brownies, Beavers, Sparks, Cubs, Guides, Cadets etc.) are being 
asked to wear their uniform for this assembly.  

Lastly, a reminder to everyone, of our school focus areas this year: 
 
Priority # 1   Continued reading success in grades 1-5.  
Priority # 2   Excitement for and with learning.  
Priority # 3   Student leadership and students helping each other.  
Priority # 4   Connections amongst staff, students, and parents.   
Priority # 5   Fun and laughter.  
 

 
With gratitude, 

Mr. Minkus and Mr. Bischoff 
 

http://www.pge.sd23.bc.ca/ProgramsServices/sss/Pages/default.aspx#/=


 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
November 4 Welcome UBCO Student Candidates 
November 8  Fire Drill # 3 @ 10:45 

PAC Meeting @ 6:30 
November 9  Craig, Dewolf, Turik & Lehman to UBCO Stem Day 
November 10 Remembrance Day Assembly 10:00 
  Strong Start Closed Today 
November 11 Remembrance Day (Schools Closed) 
November 18 UBCO Teacher Candidate Visits (Albrecht & Martin) 
November 22 Dion & Krastel to Okanagan Science Centre 
November 25 Welcome UBCO Student Candidates 
November 29 Cultural Performance: Zac Gautier Drumming 
December 5 Catton & Letourneau Skating 
December 9 Report Cards Home  
December 13 Parent Advisory Council Meeting @ 6:30 
December 16 Last Day of School Before Winter Vacation 
Dec 19-Jan 3 Winter Vacation 
January 6  Schools Reopen After Winter Break 
 
 
UBCO Teacher Candidates and Interns 
It is that time of year again when some of our wonderful staff members 
have the pleasure of UBCO Teacher Candidates (student teachers) in 
their classrooms.  We would like to extend a big welcome to them all and 
trust that they will enjoy the “experience that is École Peter Greer.” 
 
Renee Turik Nicole Richardson, Teacher Intern 
Whitney Martin Keanna Pilkington, Teacher Candidate 
Marijke Albrecht Wakana Takai McLean, Teacher Candidate 
Christy Catton Brie Welston, Teacher Candidate 
Danielle Lehman Sophia Miller, Tecaher Candidate 
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      Tuesday Fun Lunches  
 

December Fun Lunch is now open November 1-7. 
 

Please put your orders in ASAP. 
 

https://munchalunch.com/schools/petergreer/ 
 

Order Deadline: November 7 
 

 
 
Please consider volunteering!  https://signup.com/go/OgtHPxK  
No weekly commitment needed -- sign up for one job or all 3, one day or all the days, whatever your 
schedule allows! What are we looking for? 
 
SET UP 
1 parent volunteer (8:30-9:30 am) 
Print labels, put out sorting bins & organize labels to each bin. 
 
FOOD PICK-UP 
1 parent volunteer (9:45-10:00 am)  
Pick up payment cheque at PGE, pick up food, give payment to vendor & take invoice to PGE.  
 
HAND OUT FUN LUNCHES! 
2 parent volunteers (10:00-11:00 am)  
Sort food into class bins, hand out food to classrooms, & put smiles on the kids’ faces! 
 

 
If you have a child at HS Grenda, or another school that uses MunchaLunch, 
email support@munchalunch.com and they will help you set up multiple accounts. Thanks! 
 
Questions? Please email  Petergreerhotlunch@gmail.com 
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TRAFFIC SAFETY ADVISORY 
  
It is illegal to: 

• Drive through a marked crosswalk when it is occupied by pedestrians.  As you approach a 
crosswalk, scan both ends and stop if occupied.  Try to make eye contact with the pedestrian. 

 
• Park or stop on any marked crosswalk or within 6 m of the approach 

side of a crosswalk.  If you do, you are in contravention of Traffic Bylaw 
98-186.  Parking on the crosswalk forces young children to attempt to 
cross the road elsewhere and puts them at risk to be hit by a vehicle.  

• Make a U-turn if it interferes with other traffic 

• Park across the entrance to a driveway or intersection 

• Park where a curb is painted yellow 

• Use the driveway and parking lot in front of the school.  They are 
closed to all traffic except staff, fire, and vehicles equipped with a 
handicap pass. 

• Drive with undue care and attention when operating a vehicle.  There 
are lots of students out and about during peak drop off and pick up 
times and we urge you to use extra caution while driving. 

 
  

 
 

 
Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ Lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in the upper level at the end of the lane.   
Vehicles may stop temporarily to allow for pick-up and drop-off of students, however, under no 
circumstances are vehicles allowed to be parked anywhere in the Kiss and Go Lane.  

 
The four vehicles at the top of the Kiss and Go Lane can safely let their children exit 
at the same time as there is a sidewalk along the lane four vehicles deep.  This 
would help move the line a little faster. 
 
Parents of younger students in Kindergarten and Grade one who  
wish to physically drop off and pick-up their children at their  
classrooms are encouraged to find a regular spot on the street to  
park.  Once parked, parents/guardians can then accompany their child to the 
playground or classroom drop off location.  This procedure can also be  
followed at the end of the day for pick-up. 
 
The Kiss and Go Lane is not to be used for parking. 

 
If you witness any vehicles not following these expectations, 
please send the information (including license plate number if 
possible) to pge@sd23.bc.ca   
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Mission Statement: 
We believe that learning is a lifelong process involving intellectual, aesthetic, physical, emotional, and social development; our 
mission is to provide a caring environment that develops the qualities of self-esteem, respect for self and others, creative and 
critical thinking, responsible citizenship, and a love for learning. 
 
 

 Priority # 1 Continued reading success in grades 1-5.  
 
Priority # 2 Excitement for and with learning.  
 
Priority # 3 Student leadership and students helping each other.  
 
Priority # 4 Connections amongst staff, students, and parents.   
 
Priority # 5 Fun and laughter.  

 
Actions: 
 
Priority 1 - Reading:  
We will continue our focus on core literacy skills in order to support the development of the core competencies.   We will do this 
using a Response to Intervention (RTI) model to support guided reading in every primary classroom.  Our team meets bi-weekly 
and collaboratively with classroom teachers, and district-based support staff to help facilitate informal discussions about student 
learning as well as more formal class reviews in October and again at the end of February.   We feel this approach/structure 
literally changed life trajectories for children and helped build collective efficacy within the school as classroom teachers benefit 
from the various sources of expertise on the team.  We also use this model/structure to determine support and resource 
allocations.    Teachers in Grades 1-5 assess each student's reading level in October using the PM Reading Assessment for English 
and GB Plus for French.  Teachers enter this data into the Ed Plan Insight program and class summaries of this data is used by the 
SBT to guide our discussions about 'what is going on for our learners.'  The target for Tier 3 students (our most vulnerable) is to 
have them read one on one with an adult at school at least 7 times per week.  In order for this to happen, teachers, with support 
of the SB/RTI Team help them implement structures (i.e., Daily 5) to allow them to provide guided reading in every primary 
classroom.   
We want to express our gratitude to our teachers and School Based Team. Classroom teachers are constantly reading with their 
student, and we feel so excited when we walk from class to class and see small group instruction happening everywhere - this is 
how we give kids the next steps to their learning. And all support team members (basically everybody who is not a classroom 
teacher), we see reading with kids on a regular basis - this helps classroom teachers get to the “7 hits per week” with their tier 3 
kids. This is the work that changes life trajectories and helps students reach their full learning potential and fulfill their passions 
with dignity.  
 
Priorities 2 – 5: 
Students will acquire the tools to recognize and regulate their emotions, show empathy for others, show kindness to others, and 
establish and maintain relationships with others to support these goals.  We have a SEL Team that meets monthly to work on this 
priority.  
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Cold Weather Reminders 
Clothing – The Okanagan Valley has temperatures that frequently go below -15 degrees Celsius.  Students need to be 
dressed for cold weather.  Because staying inside is not an option, it is critical that students arrive at school each day 

prepared for cold weather.  Students dressed for cold weather have a warm coat with a hood 
or a toque, gloves or mittens and warm boots.   For those students who like to play a lot in the 
snow, snow pants are recommended as they will help keep students dry. Students and parents 
should check the local forecast for up to date weather information.  Students must be dressed 
appropriately so that they remain safe and comfortable during the following times: 

 Outside playtime before and after school (when cold, please do not drop students off prior to 8:10 and 
ensure pick up is no later than 2:45) 

 Lunchtime playtime (11:02 -11:57) 
 Recess (afternoon) 
 Fire Drills (conducted at all temperatures) 
 Bus breakdowns   
 Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences  

 
Snowballs/Snow – a reminder to all students that throwing snow or snowballs is not allowed. So that 
everyone can have fun and stay safe while playing outside, please reinforce with your children the 
importance of not throwing or kicking snow.  Student will be encouraged to build something with snow 
but not to throw or kick it. 
 

Icy Conditions - Staff, students, and parents are reminded to please take extra care 
outside especially around steps and corners.  Some tips for walking in icy conditions: 
 Shorten your stride 
 Keep your weight over your feet to maintain good balance 
 Wear footwear with soft, rubber soles designed for traction  
 Don’t carry heavy or awkward items 
 Be extra careful when getting out of your vehicle 

 

BELL SCHEDULE 
Warning Bell    8:25 am 
Classes in Session   8:30 am 
Lunch   11:02 am 
Classes in Session   11:57 pm 
Recess   1:13 – 1:28 pm 
Dismissal    2:30 pm 
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