
 
 

 

 

 

 École Peter Greer Elementary 

NEWSLETTER 
September 2020 

 
 
 
 

Message from your Admin Team 
On behalf of staff, we would like to take this opportunity to welcome back each and every family to Peter Greer 
Elementary – the home of the Eagles!  We are a proud school in the heart of Lake Country.  On our website, you will 
be able to find information about our staff, parent newsletters, various activities, events, and school procedures and 
policies.  We will make every attempt to keep our site up to date so that anyone visiting it will find it current and 
informative.  
 
Welcome to all of our new Kindergarten students and parents, to all students joining us for the first time, and to all 
returning students.  Although this year promises to be without precedent due to the pandemic, we can assure 
everyone that students and parents can look forward to working with a highly energetic, talented, positive and caring 
staff.  The much anticipated first day of school – Thursday, September 10 is approaching quickly!  School year 
beginnings are always filled with so much excitement, curiosity and desire to embrace all the new opportunities that 
exist.  We have a rich, diverse student body, coupled with a dedicated staff and supportive community of parents.  
What a perfect balance to help ensure a positive, productive new school year.  Join us in making the very most of 
our year together. 
 
In this newsletter you will find information on our Back to School Restart Plan and Site Safety Protocols.   
 
 
Staff Orientation – Tuesday, September 8th and Wednesday, September 9th have been designated as time for staff 
to learn and practice new COVID-19 safety Protocols.  Please note: With the exception of classroom teachers with 
their 'learning group', mask will be worn by any staff member who is not able to maintain physical distancing.  
These two days have the same purpose of the staff orientation day, to provide time for students to learn and practice 
new COVID-19 safety Protocols.   
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Back to School Restart Information for Parents 

We look forward to welcoming students back to safe classrooms on September 10th or 11th for a full day of 
orientation. Starting school will look different than last year, so we thank you for both your patience as we plan for 
back to school and your diligence in helping us keep everyone safe. 
 
For Grades 1 -6 
• Students whose last name begins with the letters A-L will attend all day on Thursday, September 10th 
• Students whose last name begins with the letters M-Z will attend all day on Friday, September 11th 

For Kindergarten 
A separate email will be sent to parents outlining the phased-in return to school. 
 
Please Note: 
To maintain fairly equal groups on each day, teachers may be contacting families to request a different day. 
 
We understand some families and staff feel anxious and uncertain, but as both parents and educators, safety 
continues to be our top priority. Dr. Bonnie Henry (Provincial Health Officer) and Hon. Rob Fleming (Minister of 
Education) stated that schools are safe to re-open in Stage 2 in September. This Provincial goal means that we expect 
most students to be at school and engaged in full in-class instruction as it is the best option for maintaining the 
benefits to students' overall health and wellbeing.   Dr. Henry has stated that the benefits of the academic and social-
emotional health of students being in school, with safety protocols, far outweigh the risks of COVID-19. 

 
Details of the district's School Restart Plan was emailed by the School Board Office to all parents on Tuesday, 
August 25 and is available on all school district websites. 

Staff will familiarize students with safety procedures and ensure clean, safe learning spaces, but knowing our new 
procedures will help you make sure students travel safely and arrive to school in good health. 

Here is a general idea of what our daily schedule will look like: 

Morning Break Times (with classroom teachers):  
• Outside Group A: 9:30 - 9:45 
• Outside Group B: 9:50 - 10:15 
• Outside Group C: 10:20 - 10:35  

Lunch Hour (3 rotations to practice physical distancing) 
 Outside Group A: 11:00 - 11:25 (Zone 1, Zone 2, Zone 3, Zone 4) 
 Outside Group B: 11:30 - 11:55 (Zone 1, Zone 2, Zone 3, Zone 4) 
 Outside Group C: 12:00 - 12:25 (Zone 1, Zone 2, Zone 3, Zone 4) 

Recess: (teachers will take their kids to their respective zones)  
• Afternoon recess times (with scheduled teacher supervisors): 

• Outside Group A: 12:50 - 1:05  
• Outside Group B: 1:10 - 1:25 
• Outside Group C: 1:30 - 1:45  
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Before and after school supervision: 
• CEAs (LIF hours), Non-enrolling teachers, and admin  

 
 
Learning Groups – at PGE, our learning groups will consist of individual classes or 2 classes grouped together for a  
maximum of 60 students and staff.  These combined Learning groups will be going to the gym together and spending 
lunch and recess outside together. We will minimize changes to learning groups and will try to respect social 
groupings with friends, etc. Students must practice physical distancing outside of their learning group.  

You can learn more about district-wide plans for safety, returning to school, and provincial updates at sd23.bc.ca. 
Thank you for staying engaged and connected to our school community. By working together, we can help students 
feel welcome, safe, and ready to learn. 

 



 

 

 

4 

 

Site Safety Protocols 
All Schools 

Getting ready for school – Parents/caregivers can use the Daily Health Check (see below) to assess their child daily 
for symptoms of common cold, influenza, COVID-19, or other infectious respiratory disease before sending them to 
school.  If a student shows any symptoms (that are not related to an existing condition such as seasonal allergies) 
they must not take the bus or go to school.  

Riding the bus – Students must practice physical distancing while waiting for the bus. Students should have their own 
seat and follow the assigned seating plan for their bus. Middle and secondary school learners must always wear a 
mask on the bus.  

Hygiene throughout the day – Students should perform hand hygiene before and after breaks, eating and drinking, 
using shared spaces (e.g. gym, library, playground), using the washroom, after sneezing or coughing, and whenever 
hands are visibly dirty. 

Feeling sick – If a student feels sick or shows any symptoms during the school day, they must report to the office and 
staff will follow protocols for isolating the student and returning them home.  Parents will need to arrange pick up as 
soon possible. 

Physical distance – Students must keep 2m away from those outside their learning group. Do not share personal 
items such as food, school supplies, or clothing. 

 

     

École Peter Greer Elementary 

Entrance – students should line up at their designated meeting location as specified by each teacher. This location for 
most classrooms will be the classroom's door to the outside. A few classes do not have outside doors and students in 
these classes will line up at the common Pod entry doors (A Pod, B, Pod and C Pod).  Maps showing these locations 
will be posted in various locations around the school on the first days of school. Students must wash hands or use 
hand sanitizer upon arrival.   

Visitors to School - We are limiting visitors to the school but are welcome to visit by appointment only. Visitors must 
call the office at 250-870-5129 to indicate the purpose and details of their visit and they must use the front main 
entrance to enter.  Upon entering, please sanitize hands and proceed to office to sign in. 

Drop-off points – Parents should be using the Kiss and Go Lane for drop off and pick up if using a vehicle. Parents 
who are walking to school should, on the first few days, walk their child to their designated drop off location.  Once 
learned, a more at-distance hand off should be the goal. We are trying to keep the number of adults on the property 
to a minimum.  Students should not be dropped off or arriving at school prior to 8:15 am. 

Hand hygiene – most classrooms have sinks and all will have a good supply of hand sanitizer.  We have a couple of 
classrooms without sinks, but they will have access to either a washroom or a portable hand washing station. 
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Food service –Unfortunately, Fun Lunch is on hold until further notice.  We will continue to have breakfast and the 
Brown Bag Lunch program running.   

Daily Health Check Tool 
 

 

  

Signs of Illness Procedures 
If a student or staff member shows signs of illness (see list above) not related to a pre-existing medical 
condition, even if they are mild symptoms, they are not to attend school. If a student develops signs of illness 
while at school, they are to immediately come to our office where they will be kept at a safe distance from 
others and provided with a mask.  The office will contact parent/guardians and inform them that arrangements 
need to be made to have the student picked up as soon as possible.  Staff members who develop symptoms 
will need to make arrangements to go home as soon as possible.  Families will need to consult a medical 
practitioner (i.e. Call 811, see a family or walk-in clinic doctor.) and be symptom free before the child returns to 
school.  Click here for additional information. 

http://www.sd23.bc.ca/Publications/Central%20Okanagan%20Public%20Schools%20Staff%20and%20Student%20Safety%20Plan%20-%20August%2021%2c%202020.pdf
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Staffing Updates 
We have had approximately 30 new registrations over the summer, not including those who have been waitlisted at 
Davidson Road, that will most likely be ours.  Our projected enrolment is close to 490 students!  We are full in all grades 
in French Immersion, almost full in English K, but have a few spots left in grades 1-6 English.  Please welcome the 
following staff who are returning to our staff on temporary contracts: 

Kendra Blakely Grade 3/4   Danielle Lehman K/1 French Immersion 
Ayla Fowler K French Immersion  Sara Fletcher Grade 6 
Carys Swan PE/Prep/Support (0.5 FTE) Jacquie Portwood PE/Prep/Support (0.6 FTE) 
 
Welcome back to the following continuing contract staff: 

Sarah Letourneau Grade 3/4    Marijke Albrecht Grade 1/2 
Dusty Ohashi CEA   Donna Gruenenwald BIT CEA for LC 

 
Welcome to the following new additions to our staff: 

Alison Jensen Grade K/1   Ashley Cornelius CEA 
Lindsay Elson Grade 2/3 French (Jones) 
 
We are saying best wishes to the following staff who are moving on to new roles: 
 
Virginia Rangel Custodian   Shivy Dhesi Black Mountain 
Sheena Welsh Oyama   Amy Winford North Glenmore 
Stephanie Schumer KCS   Cathleen Martin LOA 
Natasha Jaswal Vancouver   Brittany Nickel ARC Programs 
 
Cassie Jones will be on maternity leave until the end of March.  Thank you to Lindsay Elson for stepping in for Mme 
Jones until April. In addition, Nicky Krastel will continue her maternity leave until later this Fall.  Thank you to Sara 
Fletcher for once again filling in for Ms. Krastel.  Renee Eagleton is now Renee Turik and Resource Teacher Lenora 
Flato is now Lenora Manuel. Congratulations Mrs. Turik and Mrs. Flato on your marriages! 
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Plastic Spoons and Forks 
 

In an effort to reduce the amount of plastic in our landfill and ultimately in our 
lakes and oceans, we do not provide plastic forks and spoons for students.  We 
are encouraging families to send reusable cutlery when packing a lunch 
requiring a fork or spoon. 

 

2020-2021 Class Lists - Class lists will be posted on our website (by student PEN #) after 3:00 pm on Friday, 
September 4, 2020.  Class lists will also be displayed in the school's front windows (by student name) on the first day 
of school.  Please Note: If you are looking for your child's PEN number, it was included on the June report card. Due 
to the Freedom of Information Act, we are not permitted to post names for more than an hour on the first day of 
school. 

 
Due to COVID -19, École Peter Greer 
Elementary is looking for temporary Noon 
Hour Supervisors to supervise students 
during the lunch hour on a relief basis (11:00 
to 12:30 p.m. Monday to Friday). 
 
Experience working with children and basic 
first aid would be an asset. 
 
If you, or anyone you know, may be 
interested, please drop by the main office for 
an application form.  For further information, 
please contact Mr. Minkus, Principal, at 250-
870-5129. 
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Classroom Placement in September 
 
We started the process of placing students in classes in May, but we do not complete the process until after the 
registration period in the last week of August.  Your child’s teacher in May and June played a significant role in making 
these decisions.  Other teachers, as well as, Administration also participate and, in some cases, staff from support 
services (i.e. Learning Assistance Teacher, Counselor, Resource Teacher) will also attend or be consulted.  The 
development of class lists is given a great deal of time, careful thought and understanding with the knowledge teachers 
have of each student and what will be in the child’s best interest.  Because teachers see how students function in a 
classroom every day, they are confident that they can make a suitable placement for your child.  There are many factors 
that are considered in the process: 

• Academic achievement 
• Class size, composition and balance between boys and girls 
• Student special needs 
• Learning and teaching styles 
• Social groupings 
• Teacher and School Based Team recommendations 
• Instructional groupings 
• Previous placement history 

 
It should be noted that there are a number of additional factors, including changing enrolments, Provincial class size 
and composition legislation, and budget restrictions, that make the placement of students a very complex issue.  
Therefore, parent requests will be accepted as input, but should not be considered as the driving force behind 
placement decisions.  Our goal in creating each classroom composition is to provide the best possible educational 
placement for the students within the various constraints of the system within which we function.  We appreciate your 
understanding of this very important issue. 
 
 
We will re-assess the class and school organization after 
the August registration period as we become aware of any 
enrolment changes that have taken place over the 
summer.  As is the case every year in all schools, teaching 
assignments and class organizations are subject to change 
in the fall.  Requests for placements are considered during 
the class building process, but not all can be 
accommodated for a variety of factors and we are not in a 
position to accommodate parent requests for students to 
be 'switched' from one class to another once classes have 
been set. In this process, the Principal has the ultimate 
responsibility under the School Act for the final decision 
regarding placements of students.  
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Staff List 

English Program 
 
Kindergarten  Cheryl Mazey  Grade 3/4  Sarah Letourneau 
Kindergarten Kim Payne   Grade 3/4  Kendra Blakely 
Kindergarten/1 Alison Jensen  Grade 4  Alex Chan 
Grade 1/2  Audra Britton  Grade 5  Clint Maltais 
Grade 1/2  Whitney Martin  Grade 5  Kristen Dion  
Grade 1/2  Marijke Albrecht  Grade 6  Matt Olson 
Grade 2/3  Louise Caillaud  Grade 6  Sara Fletcher(Krastel Mat Leave) 

  

French Program 
 
Kindergarten Robyn Cassan/Ayla Fowler Grade 3/4  Jennifer Dewolf 
Kindergarten/1 Danielle Lehman  Grade 4/5  Christy Catton 
Grade 1  Kelly Tait   Grade 5/6  Renee Turik 
Grade 2/3  TBA (Cassie Jones Mat Leave) 
 
Non Enrolling Staff 
 
James Minkus Principal   Jeremy Sanbrooks Vice Principal 
Sherri Savage Teacher-Librarian / ELL Cheryl Elsworth Speech & Language 
Dana Guthrie PE/Prep/Support 
Carys Swan PE/Prep/Support  Sandie Lavigne Indigenous Advocate 
Rose Alexis  Indigenous Advocate   TBA  Counsellor 
Danielle Petryshyn Learning Assistance/Support September Smith Admin Assistant 
Lenora Flato Resource Teacher  Emma Sarbit Classroom Support (0.6 FTE) 
Jacquie Portwood PE/Prep/Support  Susan Elliott LAT French Immersion  
TBA  ARC Support Worker  Helga Helgason Strong Start Facilitator 

 

Certified Education Assistants 
 
Connie Radis Shelly Twerdochlib  Wendy Parfitt Sheri Jensen 
Kathryn Gevers Launa Campbell  Deanne Cleveland Ashley Cornelius 
Jennifer Birchwater Chantal Screen  Denise Mott Nikki Burke  
Dusty Ohashi Gillian Renner  Donna Gruenenwald Jacqueline Wiebe 
Sydney Manyk 
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School Based Team 
As a parent, you may be invited to a School Based Team (SBT) meeting.  The SBT is a group of school-based personnel 
who work collaboratively with parents to best support their children in developing their academic and social/emotional 
skill set and by suggesting, providing, and implementing variety supports and strategies.  
 

Who is on the team?  
The SBT includes the following members:  

• Principal and/or Vice Principal 
• Learning Assistance Teacher (SBT chair)  
• Classroom Teacher 

Often the SBT can also include:  

• School Counselor 
• Speech Language Pathologist 

On a case by case basis the SBT can include:  

• Resource Teacher  
• Aboriginal Advocate  
• Outside community support (pediatrician/therapist etc.) 
• District Student Support Services staff 

 
At the SBT meeting, we will discuss what is working well for your child, highlight areas of continued growth, review any 
background history and brainstorm ideas of possible supports to be put into action.  Please connect with 
Danielle Petryshyn (LAT and SBT Chair), if you have any questions. EMAIL: danielle.petryshyn@sd23.bc.ca 
 

Strong Start Early Learning Centre 
Participate with your young child (aged birth to five) in play-based early learning activities – 
including stories, music and art. At no cost to families, this early learning drop-in program helps 
prepare children for success in Kindergarten.  Open during school hours.  Please call the school 
for more details or check our online calendar which shows days where the centre is closed.  The 
entrance is on the right side of the building and is clearly labelled.  We anticipate the first day 
to be Monday, September 28. 

 

Meet the Teacher Conferences - Thursday, October 15th and Friday, October 16th, 2020 
Our first Parent-Teacher Conferences will take place on October 15th and 16th, 2020.  There 
will be an early dismissal at 12:30 on both of these days to accommodate afternoon and 
evening appointments.  These conferences are a great opportunity to share information 
between home and school, update parents on their child's progress, and set learning goals.  
Some teachers encourage students to attend with their parents so please check with your 
child's teacher.  Information will be communicated by teachers closer to the date of the 
conferences.   
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Home and School Communication 
We are always interested in enhancing our home/school communication.  Here are a few ways that we plan to keep 
you informed about what's happening at the school… 
 
School Calendar – All dates, field trips, special events, and anything of importance to our community will be on our 
School Calendar on our website.  There will not be a paper copy of the monthly calendar published.  There are two 

reasons for this.  One, having a single source for storing the 
information minimizes the chance that an incorrect date is 
published.  For example, once a paper copy goes out and there 
is a subsequent date change, you can't pull back all the paper 
copies that were printed off.  Second, the online calendar is 
accessible from any device at any time. -Parents and students 
can view our web calendar on the main page (just click on the 
little blue arrow) to get the most accurate, up to date 
information without wasting paper and harming our 

environment.  The web calendar also allows parents to view months in advance all the way to June.  Of course, parents 
who do not have access to a computer can still request a paper copy in the office. 
 
Weekly Email Updates – Every weekend, we will send a Week-At-A-Glance email to families.  This will include weekly 

announcements, informational items and calendar updates. 
 
"School Messenger" – Occasionally,  you will receive a brief message on your phone, text  or email to let you know of 

important reminders or unexpected changes to the school calendar. 
 
School Website – We will be using our website as a means of enhancing home and school communication.  We will 

do our best to update the page on a weekly basis. our website is updated regularly and is another source of 
information for you.  Check it out at www.pge.sd23.bc.ca. 

 
School Newsletter—This is probably the most common way to keep up on what’s happening at PGE.  However, we also 

want to cut back on the use of paper to help out mother nature!  Therefore, all our newsletters are published on our 
website.  Parents may also request a copy from the office in person.  All monthly newsletters are posted on the 
website on or near the first of each month.  An email will be sent out notifying parents when each newsletter is ready 
for viewing and a link to its location.  

  

http://www.pge.sd23.bc.ca/
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Nut Allergy Awareness - Be ‘Nut Aware!” 
As you may know, there are several children in our school with extreme allergies to nuts.  This includes any food that 
has peanuts or peanut oil or peanut flour in it.  If one of these children is in your child’s class, you will be receiving a 
letter shortly outlining the procedures requested for keeping the student, class and child safe.  Allergies of some of 
these children are so severe that it could be life-threatening; he/she may have a reaction if an item containing peanuts 
is even in their proximity.  
 
All our staff have been made aware of this situation have been instructed in the 
correct procedures regarding anaphylactic shock by the school nurse.  Prevention, 
of course, is the best approach and, therefore, we are requesting your cooperation 
by reinforcing with your children the importance of washing hands before and after 
eating and if possible, refrain from sending any products containing nuts to school 
with your child.  Our goal is to make the school a safe environment for all students, 
and therefore to become an allergy-aware school. 

 
Have a Concern? Here's How to Get Help 
From time to time, students or parents may disagree with the decisions or actions of teachers and/or administrators 
concerning the education, health or safety of students.  Some areas, which may raise concerns, relate to the assignment 
of students to classes or courses, grading practices, participation in or exclusion from school activities, or student 
discipline.  Students or parents who disagree with or wish to question decisions or actions that are taken by teachers 
and/or administrators are expected to seek a resolution by pursuing the following steps: 
 
Step One – the person with the concern must make every attempt to meet with the employee who made the decision 
to try to reach a solution.  
Step Two - if the problem is unresolved, the person with the concern shall 
meet with the Vice Principal or Principal. 
Step Three - if the person with the concern is not satisfied with the 
response provided by the Principal, he or she shall contact the 
Assistant Superintendent for Peter Greer Elementary at the 
School District Board Office.  Her name is Rhonda Ovelson and the number 
is 250.860.8888. 
 

All concerns are taken very seriously and every attempt will be made to 
resolve a concern in a timely manner once all the information has been gathered and options considered. 
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Food for Thought 
Our school’s nutrition program is proudly funded by President's Choice 
Children's Charity Fund and operated by Food for Thought.  Thanks to 
their support, we are able to offer our students a healthy meal or snack 
during the school day.  Food for Thought provides free breakfast for up 
to 1600 school-aged children a day across 30 schools. Nutritious 
breakfast items are made available each weekday morning before 
classes begin. While this program is geared toward students facing 

food insecurity, any student is welcome to sit with their friends and share a meal in a safe and inclusive environment. 
Thank you to CEA Connie Radis for coordinating this program and Vice Principal Sanbrooks for applying for and 
receiving grant money for this program from President’s Choice. 

 
Traffic Safety 

We sincerely request that parents consider the following: 
• The lane/driveway in front of the school is closed to all traffic except staff, fire, and vehicles equipped with a 

handicap pass. 
• Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ lane.  Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off 

in the upper level at the end of the drive-through.  Do not stop 
at the start or middle. 

• Safely walking, cycling, riding scooters and skateboards require 
continuous reinforcement both at home and at school.  This 
equipment is not to be used on school property until after 2:45 
pm. 

• Going directly home and not accepting rides from unknown 
drivers should be instilled early in a child’s life. 

• A reminder to parents that there are lots of students out and about during peak drop off and pick up times 
and we urge you to use extra caution while driving. 

• Also, parents are asked to use the sidewalks if walking their children to and from school and not to cut 
through the parking lot as it is not safe. 

• Students are expected to remain at school until dismissal at 2:30 PM.  Unless they have been signed out at 
the office by a parent/guardian.  

Volunteers 
As with any great organization, we rely on parent or family volunteers for many of our 
activities and initiatives. At the end of the day, it’s all for the students!  We are looking for 
help for the following.  Please keep in mind that the time commitment is not that much, 
especially when you have enough people stepping up.   

• Yearbook 
• Hot Lunch  
• Field Trips and Various School Events 
• BC Fruit and Veggie Program 

If you or anyone you know could lend a hand, please contact our office.  Extended family 
members also make great helpers!  Volunteer packages are in the office and will need to be 
completed prior to commencing any volunteer work.  
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               2020-2021 Calendar 
 

Summer Pro D Day for Teachers  September 1-3 

Schools Open for Staff  September 8 (11:00 a.m. dismissal) 

Classes Start for Students  September 10 

Thanksgiving Day (Schools Closed)  October 12 

Parent-Teacher Conferences  October 15 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Parent-Teacher Conferences  October 16 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Administrative Implementation Day  October 9 – students do not attend 

Teacher Professional Development Day  October 23 – students do not attend 

Remembrance Day (Schools Closed)  November 11 

Last Day of School before Winter Vacation  December 18 

Winter Vacation (Schools Closed)  December 21 – January 1 

Statutory Holiday  January 1 

Schools Reopen after Winter Vacation  January 4 

Parent-Teacher Conferences  February 10 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Parent-Teacher Conferences  February 11 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Staff Professional Development Day  February 12 – Students do not attend 

Family Day (Schools Closed)  February 15 

Last Day of School before Spring Vacation   March 12 

Spring Vacation (Schools Closed)  March 15 – March 26 

School Reopens after Spring Vacation  March 29 

Good Friday (Schools Closed)  April 2 

Easter Monday (Schools Closed)  April 5 

Victoria Day (Schools Closed)  May 24 

Last Day of School for Students  June 29 - Regular Dismissal 

Administrative Day  June 30 – Students do not attend 

Schools Close  June 30 

BELL SCHEDULE 
Classes in Session 8:30 a.m. (8:25 warning bell) 
Lunch 11:02 a.m. 
Classes in Session 11:57 a.m. 
Recess 1:12 – 1:27 p.m. 
Dismissal 2:30 p.m.  
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STUDENT INFORMATION VERIFICATION FORMS 
With all the students in their intended classes, we are able to send home individual student information forms the first 
week of school.  Please complete the form so that the data in our school computer is as current as possible.  
  
It is essential that information regarding “Emergency Contacts” and phone numbers be provided for our staff to use 
in the event that we need to contact you quickly.   
 

Student School and Cultural Fees 
Parents need not worry about purchasing school supplies for their child.  The school bulk purchases supplies and passes 
on the savings to parents!  Teachers will hand out supplies as needed which helps keeps things organized and allows 
for students access to supplies when they run out.  As well, art supplies such as construction paper, drawing paper, 
bristle board, glitter, pipe cleaners, popsicle sticks and many other incidentals are covered by these costs.  School 
supplies fees are $35.00.  The prompt payment of “School Supply Fees” by our parents does much to keep our record 
keeping efficient.  Unless other arrangements have been made, we expect that all fees will be paid by 
October 1st. 
 
If you are unable to pay your child’s school fees, please contact administration.  Thank you for your efforts in this 
regard. 
  
Cultural Fees - In most years, schools also charge a $10.00 Cultural Fee.  This fee provides various cultural performances 
and concerts in our gym throughout the school year.  The performances include live theatre, musicians and other 
talented groups that have been carefully selected by a District Committee consisting of both School District personnel 
and parents.  Unfortunately, these performances have been cancelled until further notice due to COVID-19 protocols 
so we will not be charging parents for this fee. 
  
Parents are asked to pay online (https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/) by September 30th.  By doing so, 
you may be eligible to win a refund of your school fees. 
 

Attendance Procedures/Late to School 
The School District uses an electronic/app system for reporting student absences.  The new system is a safer way to 
keep account of our students.  You can enter absences in three ways, although we highly recommend using the School 
Messenger App, available in the App Store or Google Play.  You may also enter an absence using the online parent 
portal or by simply calling the school and following the ‘prompts.’ 

 
A student's timely attendance at school is central to success at school and is also a lifelong 

skill valued by society.  We hope that you support us in setting this expectation.  Often, the most crucial information 
is given at the start of the day; the tone is set and goals for the day are being discussed.  All students who arrive late 
must check-in at the office before going to class. In order to maintain a safe environment, please sign-in at the office 
with your child or send a note to confirm your knowledge of the late arrival.  

https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/D:/My%20Documents/Access%20Connections
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How to Sign Up to School Cash Online  
 
For safety and efficiency reasons, School District No. 23 (Central Okanagan) are reducing the amount of cash and 
cheques coming into our district. Please join the thousands of parents who have already registered and are enjoying 
the convenience of paying online.  

 
Step 1:  Register  
 
Please go to https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com  
 
And select the "Get Started Today" button  
 
Complete each of the three Registration steps:   

Enter your first and last name  
Enter your address and email  
Enter a password & security question  
Click yes for emails  

 
Password requires 8 characters (capital, lowercase and 
number) 
 
Step 2:  Email  
 
You will receive the following email:  
Please click the link below to confirm your email address.  
https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com/Registration/ConfirmConfirmationEmail/09ac89f9-a796-4720a494-
5fe1a71a90a7 If the link doesn't work, copy the link and paste it into your web browser. 
 
Step 3:  Find a Student  

Leave as Central Okanagan School District;  
Choose your student’s school;  
Click “I don’t have a student number” if not already checked;  
Enter student’s first & last name & birthday;  
Click the calendar & chose your student’s year first, then month & day;  
Choose your relationship, agree to terms & press continue; 

 
Step 4:  Support  
 
Contact support at 1.866.961.1803 or email parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com 
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Student Accident Insurance 
Central Okanagan Public Schools does not insure expenses for student injuries that occur on school grounds or during 
school activities. Parents and guardians can voluntarily purchase private accident insurance. The Kids Plus Accident 
Insurance Program that was previously offered to our students was discontinued in 2019. The IA Financial Group now 
offers the Family Accident Reimbursement Plan (FARP) which is a voluntary plan that provides coverage for students 
and their families against accidental injury, unexpected medical expenses and critical illness.  
  
To apply for the Family Accident Reimbursement Plan or to find out more, visit 
https://www.solutionsinsurance.com/aonbc 
 

Your Child’s Health & Social Media Use 
Download the free Learning for Life resources (https://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife/) for your grade 
4-7 students! Learning for Life is an evidence-based program promoting healthy lifestyle behaviours and digital health 
literacy for intermediate elementary students, developed by UBC’s Digital Emergency Medicine. Encourage students 
to apply their existing technological skills to explore their personal health needs and develop healthy behaviours. 
  
Teaching resources include: 

• Accessible and easy to use teacher’s guide with lesson plans  
• Lessons addressing physical activity, healthy eating, sleep hygiene,  
• Social/emotional wellbeing 
• Student activity workbooks available online or via download 

 
Student activities include: 

• In-class activities 
• Take-home activities 
• Extension activities 
• Resource and book lists 
• Exciting online graphic novels  

  
Social Media Content: 
New Learning for Life resources teaching healthy lifestyle behaviour and digital health literacy skills for gr 4-7 
available free on our website! (link: htp://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife) 
  
Looking for fresh PHE content? Learning for Life resources teach healthy lifestyle behaviour and build digital health 
literacy skills for gr 4-7.  (link: htp://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife)  
  
Teach kids gr 4-7 healthy lifestyle behaviour and digital health literacy with UBC’s evidence-based Learning for Life. 
(link: http://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife) 
  

https://www.solutionsinsurance.com/aonbc
https://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife/
http://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife
http://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife
http://digem.med.ubc.ca/projects/ubclearningforlife
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Personal Learning Devices  
Volume Discount Purchasing Program 

Currently, Central Okanagan Public Schools has a volume purchasing agreement to supply schools with 
laptops and Chromebooks at a significantly discounted price. This agreement allows the School District to 
extend the option to Central Okanagan families of purchasing these devices at the same volume price that 
the District receives.   
 
Over the past several years, many families have inquired about the possibility of purchasing 
the same personal learning devices that our schools have as they are “ruggedized” and designed for 
student use.  As such, we have created the opportunity for interested families to purchase these same 
personal learning devices for their children. 
 

 
 
Should your family be interested in purchasing a device for your child, please visit our district’s website 
with more details on device options and process for purchasing (note: quantities are limited): 
https://bit.ly/sd23-personal-learning-devices 
  
Please contact our district’s Learning Technology Department 
(LearningTechnology.Department@sd23.bc.ca) should you have any questions. 
  

https://bit.ly/sd23-personal-learning-devices
mailto:LearningTechnology.Department@sd23.bc.ca
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PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Welcome back to another exciting school year at Peter Greer Elementary!  We look forward to a successful year of community 
building and working with you to ensure our students’ success.  The PAC is the officially recognized voice of the parents at the 
school level.  Every parent or guardian of a child at Peter Greer Elementary is a member of our PAC, so you have a voice in 
whatever matters concern you and your children.  Contact our executive if you wish to make us aware of something needing 
parental input or attention.   
 
The Peter Greer Elementary PAC meets on the second Tuesday of each month to consider school issues of concern to parents, 
to organize parent education and to plan ways of supporting school programs. Our vision is to build community ties and enrich 
the educational experiences of our children.    Meetings are conducted according to the constitution and by-laws of the PAC, 
and the Executive is elected by the parents annually.  The Principal and/or Vice Principal attends the PAC meetings to facilitate 
consultation between the school and PAC. Plan to attend these meetings, as it is your way to keep informed of important 
information and events  that will impact your child’s education. 
 
The Executive for the current year is as follows: 

President:     Stephanie Lawton 
Vice President  TBD 
Secretary:   Kristen Dion 
Treasurer:   Caitlyn Harper 
Members at Large:  Adria Misfeldt 
Fun Lunch Coordinator:  Emily Buss, Darci Vickery, Nadine McKay  
 
Volunteer Coordinators:  Roslyn Hazen 
COPAC:   Lindsay Roberts 
BC Fruit & Veggie Program: Carlene Evans 
Yearbook:   Caitlin Harper 
Noon Hour Activities:  Carlene Evans 
Social Media:  David Wylie 
Spirit Wear:   Lindsay Roberts 
Canadian Parent for French: Open 
 
 

Times and dates of PAC meetings will be well advertised through memos home, posted on the events board in the front foyer 
of the school, and on the online calendar at www.pge.sd23.bc.ca.  We appreciate receiving your email addresses so we can 
contact you with PAC info. Additional information and upcoming events, can be seen at our Facebook page at Peter Greer 
Elementary Parent Advisory Council.  
 

Join us for our first PAC meeting on Zoom  
Tuesday, September 15  at 6:30pm 
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