Peter Greer Elementary School
10300 Sherman Drive
Lake Country, B.C. V4V 1Y8
Phone: 250-870-5129
Principal: Mr. J. Minkus
Vice Principal: Mr. N. Elliott

December 2018
MESSAGE FROM YOUR ADMIN TEAM
It’s truly hard to believe that we are already into the month of December! On December 13, your child will
be bringing home their first formal report card of the year (please refer to the November newsletter to learn about
some changes to how we are communicating student learning). A child's report card can bring feelings of joy, excitement, and pride; it can also cause concern, frustration, and uncertainty. In either case, the reporting period marks a
new beginning to set goals as well as reflect on past work habits, achievements, and hardships. Most important, it is a
time for parents to communicate with their children and determine a path for future academic success and social/
emotional growth. Regardless of the grades your child brings home, you must first focus on the positive aspects of
the report. This is not always an easy task. For some parents, this might mean highlighting a strong effort or social
responsibility grade, or congratulating an academic accomplishment. It could mean praising a perfect attendance
record or acknowledging a small improvement shown in a particular area. Starting on a positive note shows your child
that you truly care about the accomplishments, not only areas that need improvement.
Students sharing inquiry project on ‘bats’ at our community forum

November went by so quickly, filled as usual with
many highlights. The staff, students and parents
would like to thank our Vice Principal, Mr. Elliott,
for organizing a very thoughtful and engaging Remembrance Day assembly, and the teachers for
helping prepare their students, and the student
presenters for sharing stories, a song or poem.
Thanks also to our Colour Guard—all the students
who remembered to wear their service club uniforms to the assembly. Well done! It is such an
important assembly and the students’ behavior
needs to be commended for being so attentive
and respectful. It was a distinct pleasure to see so
many parents, grandparents, veterans and
`honored guests come out and pay tribute to our
veterans.

On November 6, teachers and students gathered at GESS for the Lake Country Community Learning Forum.
The annual event was a great opportunity for students and teacher representatives from all four schools in Lake
Country to share how they are learning in schools today with BC’s Redesigned Curriculum. We had 14 students K-6
represent PGE proudly. Thanks to the parents and community members who attended and engaged with students.
This year we are delighted to celebrate the winter season with our community! We are inviting family members of all students to attend our Winter Concert either on Tuesday, December 18 or Wednesday, December 19 at
6:00 pm in the gym.
On behalf of the entire school staff at Peter Greer, we would like to extend to each and every family the
warmest of greetings for a happy and more importantly, safe holiday.

Respectfully,
Mr. Minkus & Mr. Elliott
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IMPORTANT DATES FOR DECEMBER , JANUARY & FEBRUARY
Dec 3—17
Dec 3
Dec 5
Dec 11
Dec 13
Dec 18
Dec 19
Dec 21
Jan 7
Jan 8
Jan 10
Jan 21
Jan 24
Jan 25
Feb 7 & 8
Feb 8
Feb 8
Feb 12
Feb 15
Feb 18
Feb 22
Feb 25

Skating: Learning Community—ILC (am)
Author Visit (K—6) Sigmund Brouwer
Okanagan Science Centre—DeWolf
PAC Meeting 6:30 pm in the Library
Santa Bus 12:30 – 2:30
Report Cards Home
Winter Concert Rehearsal 12:30-1:30 pm (please refer to website for details)
Winter Concert 6:00—7:00pm
Winter Concert Rehearsal 12:30-1:30 pm (please refer to website for details)
Winter Concert 6:00—7:00pm
Last Day of School Before Winter Break
StrongStart Closed
Schools Re-open After Winter Break
PAC Meeting 6:30 pm in the library
Dion’s Class Traditional Drumming 12:00 pm—1:00 pm
Kelowna Art Gallery—Mme. Catton & Mme. Eagleton 9:00 am—12:30 pm
Kelowna Rockets Visit 8:45 am—11:00 am
StrongStart Closed
Parent-Teacher Conferences Early Dismissal—12:30 pm
StrongStart Closed
Valentines Day Family Dance—6:00 pm—8:00 pm
PAC Meeting @ 6:30 in the Library
Intermediates to Silver Star Tube Town
Family Day: Schools Closed
Staff Development Day - No Classes
Cultural Performance: Dufflebag Theatre (Interactive Fairy Tales) 10—11:00 am

StrongStart Early Learning Centre
Participate with your young child (aged birth to five) in play-based early
learning activities – including stories, music and art. At no cost to families,
this early learning drop-in program helps prepare children for success in
Kindergarten. Open during school hours. Please call the school for more
details.
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Across the Lake Swim
The YMCA of Okanagan and the Across the Lake Swim Society have
partnered together and are excited to offer the Okanagan Swims Program to all Grade 3’s in the Central Okanagan Public Schools (SD
23). This program is provided with the mission to drown-proof the
Okanagan, by teaching our students lifesaving skills and techniques in
3 FREE swimming lessons at the Kelowna Family YMCA or H2O Adventure + Fitness Centre Look for more information coming home soon!

Traffic Safety Advisory
We sincerely request that parents consider the following:


Please DO NOT park on any marked crosswalk or within 6 m of the approach side of a crosswalk. If you do, you are in contravention of Traffic
Bylaw 98-186. Parking on the crosswalk forces young children to attempt
to cross the road elsewhere and puts them at risk to be hit by a vehicle.



The lane/driveway in front of the school is closed to all traffic except staff,
fire, and vehicles equipped with a handicap pass.



Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in the upper level at the end of the drive-through. Do not stop at the start or middle.



Safely walking, cycling, riding scooters and skateboards require continuous reinforcement both at home and at school. This equipment are not to
be used on school property until after 2:45 pm.



Going directly home and not accepting rides from unknown drivers should be instilled early in a child’s
life.



A reminder to parents that there are lots of students out and about during peak drop off and pick up
times and we urge you to use extra caution while driving.



Also, parents are asked to use the sidewalks if walking their children to and from school and not to cut
through the parking lot as it is not safe.


Students are expected to remain at school
until dismissal at 2:30 PM. Unless they have
been signed out at the office by a parent/
guardian


Parents are advised to not park in front of
residence driveways, use them to turn around
or pick up or drop off students.
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With the cold weather arriving, we wanted to remind parents of the following:

Clothing – The Okanagan Valley has temperatures that frequently go below -15 degrees Celsius. Students need to be dressed for cold weather. Because staying inside is not an option, it is critical that students arrive at
school each day prepared for cold weather. Students dressed for cold
weather have a warm coat with a hood or a toque, gloves or mittens and
warm boots. For those students who like to play a lot in the snow, snow
pants are recommended as they will help keep students dry. Students and
parents should check the local forecast for up to date weather information.
Students must be dressed appropriately so that they remain safe and comfortable during the following times:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Outside playtime before and after school (when cold, please do not drop students
off prior to 8:10 and ensure pick up is no later than 2:45)
Lunchtime playtime
Recess (1:25-1:40)
Fire Drills (conducted at all temperatures)
Bus breakdowns
Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences

Snowballs/Snow – a reminder to all students that throwing
snow or snowballs is not allowed. So that everyone can have
fun and stay safe while playing outside, please reinforce with
your children the importance of not throwing or kicking snow.
Student will be encouraged to build something with snow but
not to throw or kick it.

Icy Conditions - Ione of the biggest challenges in winter is navigating in icy conditions. Please take extra care outside especially around steps and corners. Also, students should be respectful of other students who are building snow sculptures.
Please do not do anything to damage something that another
student has taken the time to build.
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LOST AND FOUND
For parents, there’s nothing more annoying than spending your hard earned money on quality clothing for your children, only to discover that it has ended up in
the Lost & Found. For this reason, parents are requested to come into the school
and look through our Lost & Found. There are a number of items that have gone
unclaimed for quite some time. Items will be on display until 3:00 pm. Thursday,
December 20, 2018. Items that are not claimed by then will be donated to charity or the school’s spare clothing closet.

Student Supplies & Cultural Fees
Student fees are now past due. Please make payment as soon as possible, preferably using
our online payment system on our website. If you need to make alternate arrangements due to hardship,
please contact the office.
Grades Kindergarten to Grade 6— School Supplies & Cultural Fees: $ 40.00

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
We continue to see students arriving late each
morning, creating ongoing disruptions in classes. Our office presently deals with too many
lates each morning (taking up to half-an hour
office time daily). We ask that you add “being
on time” to your New Year’s Resolution list for
your family. We’ll remind you again in January
so we can start the new year off right!

HEAD LICE
Since head lice is so common in school-aged children, here’s
what you can do to help:


Check your child’s head on a weekly basis. Let the school
know if your child has head lice. It will be handled confidentially.



Treat head lice with a head lice shampoo or use wet combing.
Check your child’s head daily if a classmate or friend has head
lice. Teach your child not to share scarves, combs, brushes,
hats, or other headgear.



Just remember – head lice does not spread disease and thus,
they are not a major public health concern. However, itchiness
from head lice can be irritating and uncomfortable for children,
so it is important for families to help prevent and control its
spread.

DOES YOUR CHILD HAVE
A SERIOUS MEDICAL CONDITION THAT
WE SHOULD KNOW ABOUT?
It is very important that parents/guardians provide information
about serious medical conditions at the beginning of each
school year.
Parents also need to make sure that the appropriate forms are
completed by your family physician and
Prescribed medicine is on hand at the school. Medical conditions may include: diabetes, epilepsy, life-threatening allergies, severe asthma, blood clotting disorders, and serious heart
conditions.
Please pick up a medical form from Mrs. Smith in the office.
If your child requires daily prescription medication, you will
also need to complete this form.

