Peter Greer Elementary School
10300 Sherman Drive
Lake Country, B.C. V4V 1Y8
Phone: 250-870-5129
Principal: Mr. J. Minkus
Vice Principal: Mr. N. Elliott

February/March 2019

MESSAGE FROM YOUR ADMIN TEAM
Well, I guess we were enjoying our mild winter too much as February is starting off cold! And yes, we are a little
late in issuing our monthly newsletter. Before we try to blame this tardiness solely on technology, it is fair to say that
time simply snuck up on us. Seeing as though March is a short month, we will combine the February and March newsletters. How is that for a compromise?
It’s hard to believe it’s February! Time sure flies when you’re having fun. The weeks since our holiday break
have translated into a month of hard work and focused attention on the redesigned curriculum. Our accomplishments
to date have been outstanding. As we diligently work through the second term, we can all feel confident that January has
provided us with many academic
e s, and milestones surpassed. There were many other things going on at
PGE worth noting.
During the first week of January, we unveiled our plans for a school-wide ‘Green Up” project - installing benches
and new trees on our playground. We are looking to fundraise for this project so if you’d like to donate, go to School Cash
Online: https://centralokanagan.schoolcashonline.com
On January 9, we welcomed four UBCO Teacher
Candidates (formerly student teachers) to PGE. Welcome Cody Rublee, Genny Eger, Jenica McKenzie and
Rhea Virk and Mentor Teachers Mme Dewolf, Mme
Cassan, Mrs. Cramer, and Mrs. Dion.
On January 16, all our grade 2 and 3 Aboriginal
students attended the Winter Gathering for a day of
learning and cultural awareness. On January 24, we enjoyed a visit form the Kelowna Rockets. A game of floor
hockey was enjoyed and the players read to our Primary
students. In January, we also started hosting clubs—
Tinker Club, Knitting and Weaving, Kindness Club, Zoomba, Art Club, Beyblade Club, Chess Club, Colouring Club,
Students in our Design Lab with a $6000 cheque
Thursday Games by the Boys and Girls Club, as well as
from the BC Construction Association.
Basketball. Thank you to all staff and parents for volunteering your time.
We hope parents will be able to take a bit of time out of their busy schedules to attend our Parent –Teacher and
Student-Led Conferences this Thursday and Friday, February 7th and 8th, 2019. We value parent input during
these conferences. Meeting face to face is the most effective way to share information about student progress and to collaborate on plans to address any growth areas. It also gives us great pleasure to see the smiles on parents’ faces
when we share our students’ progress with them and their families. Some teachers have chosen to host Student
-Led Conferences. In the student-led conference format, students and teachers prepare together, and then students lead the conference with their parents while teachers facilitate by circulating amongst the students and
parents. The message, once again, is that the students are responsible for their own learning journeys. Student led conference models vary, but the premise is the same: This is the student ’s moment to share his or her reflections on achievements and challenges. If you have not heard from your child ’s teacher about a time for your
conference, please contact the school.
During the last week of January, our Intermediate students learned about the health effects of vaping from our
District’s Health Promoting Schools Teachers.
In only 29 school days, comes March 15, the last day of school prior to Spring Break. On the Thursday of this
last week, the second term progress reports will be sent home. As indicated above, we have such a short amount of
time in school during the month of March, we will not be publishing an official newsletter. Regular newsletters will continue in April. When we write again… just think about how much more sunlight we will be enjoying each and every day!
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Feb 4
Feb 7 & 8
Feb 7
Feb 8
Feb 12
Feb 12
Feb 13

IMPORTANT DATES FOR FEBRUARY, MARCH & APRIL

Student Enrollment Begins
Parent-Teacher Conferences: Early Dismissal 12:30 pm
Valentine’s Day Family Dance 5:30 pm—8:00 pm
StrongStart Closed
Global Schoolhouse—Grade 6 students 9:00—11:30 am
PAC Meeting 6:30 pm in the Library
Dion, Rancourt & Letourneau Skating @ 8:45 am—11:00 am
Dhesi & Cramer to Okanagan Science Centre @ 9:20—12:30 pm
Feb 15
Intermediate to Silver Star Tube Town—All Day
Feb 18
Family Day: Schools Closed
Feb 20
Harmony Day
Feb 22
Teacher Pro-D Day: School Not in Session
Feb 25
Cultural Performance:Dufflebag Theatre (Interactive Fairy Tales)10:00—11:00am
Grade 6 Tour of Dr. Knox 10:45 am—11:30 am
Feb 26
Knox Articulation Visit to Mme. Catton 12:25—1:25 pm
Feb 28
Parent Info Evening @ Dr. Knox 6:30—7:30 pm
Mar 7
Talent Show 12:15 pm—1:25 pm
Lockdown Drill @ 2:10—2:25 pm
Mar 8
French Immersion Classes to Greg Le Rock’s Tous Ensemble 9:00—12:00 pm
Mar 12
PAC Meeting @ 6:30 pm in the Library
Mar 14
Report Cards Home
Mar 14 & 15 StrongStart Closed
Mar 15
Last Day of School Before Spring Vacation
Mar 16 to 31 School Closed for Spring Vacation
April 1
School Re-open After Spring Vacation
April 4
La Seizième—Théâtre Francophone à Vancouver 11:00—2:30 pm
April 9
Dr. Knox Parent & Student Info Meeting in Mme. Catton’s Room @5:45—6:30pm
April 10
Fire Drill # 4 @ 10:45-11:00 am
Early Learning for Families @ 5:30-7:00 pm

Plastic Spoons and Forks
In an effort to reduce the amount of plastic in our landfill
and ultimately in our lakes and oceans, we will no longer
be providing plastic forks and spoons for students. We
are encouraging families to send reusable cutlery when
packing a lunch requiring a fork or spoon.
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French Immersion
Central Okanagan Public Schools French Immersion program accepts 5 and 6 year olds at the beginning of
their formal schooling. French immersion is intended for non-French speaking students who wish to develop
a high level of proficiency in both official languages. Students enrolled in French immersion study the same
BC curriculum as students in the English-language program. The major distinction between the Englishlanguage program and French Immersion is that the language of instruction and communication in the immersion component is French. The BC curriculum is instructed in French from kindergarten to the end of
grade 3. French Immersion is a program that can offer your child: a fun, effective and challenging way to
learn French at an early age, the opportunity to learn the same curriculum as the regular English program, in
French; an opportunity to participate in rich French cultural learning experiences; a bilingual future. Generally the BC curriculum is instructed in French from kindergarten to the end of grade 3. From
grades 4-7, 50-80% of the BC curriculum is taught in French. In Secondary School, from grades 8-10, 50%
of the BC curriculum is taught in French, in grade 11, 25% of the curriculum is taught in French, and in grade
12, at least 12.5% of the curriculum is taught in French.

Pizza Friday

- is happening this Friday, February 8. We mistakenly published

in this week’s Family Week at a Glance that it was not happening. It is on!
Sorry for the confusion.

Peter Greer Elementary Parent Advisory Council
Email: pge.pac@sd23.bc.ca
Welcome back! We hope you all had a relaxing and warm holiday with your families and friends.
Please note that our next PAC meeting is on January 8, 2019. Your input is important to us, so we
look forward to seeing you there! Child minding and refreshments will be available.
The Executive for the current year is as follows:
President:
Past-President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Hot Lunch Coordinator:
COPAC:
BC Fruit & Veggie Program :
Members at Large:

Stephanie Lawton
Susan Mednyski
Kristen Dion
Roslyn Hazen
Natasha Long and Jen Jones
Jessica Jewel and Lindsay Roberts
Carlene Evans & Craig Catton
Adria Misfeldt & Brittany Yeast

PGEPAC is here to represent your interests. If you have an issue you would like addressed, or any
questions or concerns please drop us a line at pge.PacPresident@sd23.bc.ca or drop a note into the
PAC mailboxes. We appreciate your feedback and input.
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We sincerely request that parents consider the following:
It is illegal to:


Drive through a marked crosswalk when it is occupied by pedestrians. As you approach a
crosswalk, scan both ends and stop if occupied. Try to make eye contact with the pedestrian.



Park on any marked crosswalk or within 6 m of the approach side of a crosswalk. If you
do, you are in contravention of Traffic Bylaw 98-186. Parking on the crosswalk forces
young children to attempt to cross the road elsewhere and puts them at risk to be hit by a
vehicle. Obey driving laws and regulations.



Make a U-turn if it interferes with other traffic



Park across the entrance to a driveway or intersection



Park where a curb is painted yellow

Other reminders:


The lane/driveway in front of the school is closed to all traffic except staff, fire, and vehicles equipped with a handicap pass.



Use the ‘Kiss & Go’ lane. Follow the yellow arrows and drop-off in the upper level at the
end of the drive-through. Do not stop at the start or middle.



Safely walking, cycling, riding scooters and skateboards require continuous reinforcement
both at home and at school. This equipment are not to be used on
school property until after 2:45 pm.



A reminder to parents that there are lots of students out and about
during peak drop off and pick up times and we urge you to use extra caution while driving.



Also, parents are asked to use the sidewalks if walking their children to and from school and not to cut through the parking lot as it
is not safe
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COLD WEATHER PROCEDURES
It is critical that students arrive at school each day prepared for cold weather. Parents should check the local
forecast for up to date weather information. Students must be dressed appropriately so that they remain
safe and comfortable during the following times:
Outside playtime before and after school
Lunchtime playtime (11:00 -11:58)
Recess (1:25-1:40)
Fire Drills (at all temperatures)
Bus breakdowns
Unscheduled and scheduled outside breaks and learning experiences
We do not have a school or district policy for cold weather procedures. However, the following guidelines
are in place at PGE:
BELOW FREEZING (-1 Celsius to -15)
Students are expected to go outside. Parents should ensure that their child brings the following items needed to stay warm and comfortable when outside:
Warm Coat
Gloves/Mittens
Head/Ear covering
Boots
Waterproof snowpants
-15 to -20 Celsius
Students will be expected to go outside providing the wind is calm and the students will be able to stay dry.
The Environment Canada website (http://www.weatheroffice.gc.ca) will be used to check weather conditions. The same clothing items as noted above should be worn. If the wind starts to pick up, we will ring the
bell early and allow students to come inside to their classroom, gym, or library for the remainder of the outside play time.
TEMPERATURE REACHES -20 Celsius
If the temperature reaches minus 20 Celsius, and the grounds are dry and the wind is calm, students will go
outside for 15 minutes. After 15 minutes, the bell will ring to allow students to come inside to their classroom, gym, or library for the remainder of the outside play time.
TEMPERATURE REACHES -20 Celsius (with windy conditions)
If the temperature reaches minus 20 Celsius, and it is windy, students will stay inside during lunch and recess.

