
 
 

 

 

 

 June 2025 

NEWSLETTER 
 

Message from your Admin Team 
A good way to describe this time of year in schools? Well, it's like 

climbing to the top of a long, steep, and gnarly waterslide. You push off and the next 
thing you know, you are barreling down the slide, out of control, and before you 
know it, you are at the end.  May was a busy month, and June is going to be just as 
busy.  On May 1, we hosted our annual Early Learning for Families (ELFF) event.  We 
had close to 50 adults and children come for dinner, play-based learning, and each 
family went home with a great loot bag (actually, they were beach pails filled with 
learning resources).  Thank you to our ELFF Team (Kelly Tait, Kim Payne, Jenna 
Henderson, Kelli Cook, Emma Sarbit, Tracy Kuzik, Rose Alexis, and Andrea Strang)  

On Monday, May 5, we celebrated Music Monday with a whole school 
sing-along on the field backed up by Mrs. Carr on vocals and keyboards, Mr. Minkus 
on bass, and featuring a solo by student Addison Palmer. The students sang 'Hold 
On' by Triumph, a song that captures Canada’s cultural mosaic, while celebrating and 
inspiring Canadians of all ages to unite in recognition and celebration of the vital role 
music plays in our culture, our communities and in our schools.  

From May 5 – 9 we recognized Mental Health Week and Teacher 
Appreciation Week. Thanks to our amazing Parent Advisory Council and PAC President Taylor Conlin for the amazing 
weeks' worth of treats in appreciation of this important act of kindness. 

On May 7, our Indigenous students, Mme Gagnon's grade 4/5 class, 
Indigenous Advocate Rose Alexis, and some parents represented our 
school at the Okanagan Nation Alliance's Ceremonial Salmon Release 
at Rotary Beach park on Okanagan Lake. The fry will spend up to a 
year in the lake then head down the Okanagan and Columbia Rivers 
and into the Pacific Ocean near Portland, Oregon.  After 2-3 years, 
they will make their adult journey back to Okanagan Lake via the 
Columbia and Okanagan Rivers.  The ceremonial sockeye salmon fry 
release is not just about the fish. It also symbolizes the revitalization 
of Indigenous cultural practices, reinforces food sovereignty, and 
restores balance to ecosystems impacted by colonization and 
development. 
 

On May 8, our students enjoyed a performance by the George Elliott Senior Band, led by teacher Sergei Ryga.  We 
wish Mr. Ryga all the best in his retirement! 
 Throughout late April and the month of May, there were many opportunities outside the classrooms for 
students to learn new things and challenge themselves. Both our Intermediate Track and Field and Cross-Country 
Running programs were underway, as well as several field studies trips to the Kelowna Art Gallery, Rotary Centre for 



 

 
the Arts, Lake Country Municipal Hall, Okanagan Science Centre, and Okanagan Regional Library.  Thanks to our 
talented staff for arranging these learning opportunities and to those staff and parents who put in many hours of 
volunteer time! On May 28, our Intermediate classes headed to the Apple Bowl for our annual track and field mini 
meet with Oyama Traditional. It is always a great event and this year we had great weather.  Again, thank you to the 
student-athletes for your sportsmanship and to all the volunteers! 

During the month of May, we also welcomed many of our incoming Kindergarten parents and students.  
The Parent Information Session was on Zoom on May 21. If you missed the presentation, the slides and info can be 
found here.  Families also signed their Kindies up for one of our school-based learning through play experience 
sessions in the StrongStart Centre.    
  On May 9th and 16th, all our grade 3 students 
participated in the Lake Country Fire Department's Safe Program.  
Students learned about basic fire safety, planning home escape 
routes, prevention strategies, and paid a visit to the fire safety 
training trailer. 

On May 29, we held our annual Talent Show. Thank 
You to Kim Payne for organizing a very successful show.  
Everything about it was so well done and the students were so 
proud to share their talents and help behind the scenes!  Thanks 
also to all the staff who supported Kim, covered her class etc.   

On May 31st, our students had the wonderful 
opportunity to participate in a real author visit.  And the bonus 
was, it was with a local Lake Country author and PGE parent.  We 
sure enjoyed listening to Derek Jory, author of the book  

Coming up in June, all our grade 3 students will be 
participating in the YMCA Swim Program designed to teach water 
safety and skills in swimming.  When our community is surrounded 
by water, these skills are critical to have!  Whew! Now, we're on to June! 

With gratitude, 

Mr. Minkus and Ms. Kuzik 

https://pge.sd23.bc.ca/news/kindergarten-information-for-2024-2025-1713302497101


 

 

Family Fun Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Parent Appreciation 
 
Throughout the year, there have been many parents who have supported our 
school and its programs, mostly through volunteer work.  We wish to take this 
time to say thank you so much.  When you see parents involved in their 
children's school it is a clear indication that they care about and support 
education. They value and hold it important in their lives.  Parent involvement 
is and will continue to be one of the greatest strengths of our school. We 
wanted to also send out a big thank you to our PAC Executive, who have 
generously donated their time to support the school, staff and programs.   
 
Our PAC recently reached out to parents because our Executive needs some 
new members. Many of our current executive will have children moving to 
grade 6 and will therefore be moving on from our school. And others have 
reached their maximum years of service in that Executive position.  Remember 
that executive positions can be shared!   
 
  



 

 
  

BC Fruit and Vegetable Program 
 
Did you know that once a month, PGE receives a delivery of fresh 
fruit or vegetables from the BC Agriculture in the Classroom 
Foundation? Special thanks to volunteer Sasha Yunick, who 
coordinates the deliveries with some student helpers.  The Ministry 
of Education and Childcare will work with the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Food as part of the 'Feeding Futures' initiative to include more 
food in schools. 
 
The Feeding Futures program will address the immediate need of 
feeding students and builds on the progress made with the Student 
and Family Affordability Fund to help reduce the challenges of rising 
food costs for families who need it most.to include the Feed BC 
program in school food programs.  

Lost and Found 
Our Lost and Found has some nice items of clothing. They will be on 
display at the front of our school until 3:00 pm Thursday, June 26.  
Items left unclaimed after this time will be donated to our 'spare 
clothing' dresser and/or a local charity. Thank you for your help with 
this! 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2023ECC0020-000424


 

 
 

June is Pride Month.  It is a time to celebrate and support 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, 
intersex and asexual (LGBTQIA) community.  We are 
excited to see schools all over the district celebrate 
diversity and to support the equal rights of our 2SLGBTQ+ 
students and staff. It is a basic human right for each one of 
us to be safe, seen, valued, and included.  Pride month is 
also a great opportunity to teach kids about the different 
ways that people can identify and love one another, and 
how to lift their own and others’ voices for a more 
inclusive world.  In order to celebrate Pride, it helps if 

families and educators have discussion with students.  Students have great insights, but they'll often have many 
questions too!  Research from Arizona State University shares these tips for explaining pride Month to children: 
 

1. Keep it simple. You can’t talk about LGBT Pride Month without first talking about what it means to be gay, 
bisexual, or transgender. This can be an easy discussion  that can be started with asking your children what 
they already know. This allows the opportunity to correct misinformation.  A great, simple explanation of 
what it means to be gay that satisfies most kids is something like, “when a man loves a man or when a 
woman loves a woman.” 

 
2. Be honest. Your kids will have questions — and don’t be surprised if these questions 

are surprisingly deep or existential. If questions arise as to why the LGBTQ community 
has a Pride Month, honesty and simple answers tend to suffice. "This month happens 
to be LGBTQ Pride Month, which is when many people show in different ways, like in 
parades or in advertisements, that they are either proud of being gay or support the 
LGBTQ community.” 

 
3. Be open. Let your kids know that they can keep coming back to you with any questions that pop up. Being 

open also means keeping the conversation going. The older your kids get, the heavier the messaging so it’s 
important to initiate check-ins in order to gauge what they know and what they are hearing from peers. At 
our house, we have found that the dinner table is a great place to discuss important issues. 

 
 
Kelowna Pride Festival – is happening on Saturday, May 31st in 
City Park. Central Okanagan Public Schools will have a booth set up, 
celebrating and handing out lots of great swag! The booth will be 
open from 11am to 3pm and there is a Pride March/Parade at 10am. 
 
 

 
 
 

https://childwellbeing.asu.edu/explainingpridemonth


 

 

 



 

 

Are You Moving? 
To make accurate plans 
for next year’s school 
organization, we need 
your assistance in 
confirming student 
enrollment for 
September.  If you know you will be moving 
between now and the end of summer, please 
call Ms. Nuyens in the school office and 
contact your child’s teacher at your earliest 
convenience.  



 

 
École Peter Greer Elementary 
2025-2026 Calendar 

 
Days in session: 190 
Number of days of instruction: 183 
Number of non-instructional days: 7 
 
Summer Pro D Day for Teachers   August 25 – 27     

Schools Open     September 2 (11:00 a.m. dismissal) 

National Day of  

Truth & Reconciliation (Schools Closed)   September 30 

Parent-Teacher Conferences    October 8 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Parent-Teacher Conferences    October 9 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Administrative Implementation Day   October 10 – students do not attend 

Thanksgiving Day (Schools Closed)   October 13 

Teacher Professional Development Day   October 24 – students do not attend 

Remembrance Day (Schools Closed)   November 11 

Last Day of School before Winter Vacation  December 19 

Winter Vacation (Schools Closed)   December 22– January 2 

Statutory Holiday (Schools Closed)   January 1 

Schools Reopen after Winter Vacation   January 5 

Parent-Teacher Conferences    February 5 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Parent-Teacher Conferences    February 6 - 12:30 pm dismissal 

Staff Professional Development Day   February 13 – Students do not attend 

Family Day (Schools Closed)    February 16  

Last Day of School before Spring Vacation  March 13 

Spring Vacation (Schools Closed)   March 16 – 27 

School Reopens after Spring Vacation   March 30    

Good Friday (Schools Closed)    April 3 

Easter Monday (Schools Closed)   April 6 

Victoria Day (Schools Closed)    May 18 

Last Day of School for Students   June 26 - Regular Dismissal 

Administrative Day     June 27 – Students do not attend 

Schools Close     June 27 

 
 

 

 
Bell Schedule  
  Classes in Session   8:30 a.m. (8:25 warning bell) 
  Lunch    11:15 a.m. 

Classes in Session   12:12 a.m. 
  Recess    1:34 – 1:49 p.m.  

Dismissal    2:30 p.m. 
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