
Welcome to Kindergarten

kʷu limʼt p cyʕap
we are happy you have arrived



We are grateful and 
honoured to acknowledge 

that our school is located 
on the unceded, traditional 

territory of the syilx 
(Okanagan) people.



Welcome to
Kindergarten Orientation

Purposes:
1. Bridge the connection between home and school
2. Help students and parents feel more comfortable in 

school and with school adults
3. Share the September Transition Plan with families



Meet Our Team 
Ms. Cheryl Mazey - English
Ms. Marijke Albrecht - English
Mme Kelly Tait - French
Mme Jenna Henderson - French
Mr. James Minkus - Principal
Ms. Tracy Kuzik- Vice Principal
Ms. Caley Nuyens - Office Administrative Assistant
Ms. Rose Alexis - Indigenous Advocate
Mrs. Jennifer Dewolf- Inclusion Teacher
Mrs. Melissa Healy - Counselor
Ms. Chelsea Coates - StrongStart Coordinator
Ms. Emma Sarbit - Inclusion Teacher
Ms. Cheryl Elsworth - Speech -Language Pathologist
Mrs. Danielle Petryshyn - Learning Assistance English
Mrs. Kristina Starling - Learning Assistance French

We will be sending all K parents a link to a 
special ‘Get to Know Us’ video.



All About Your School
• 380 students in grades K-5
• 17 classrooms this coming year (10 English and 7 French)
• 17 classroom teachers, 1 Teacher-Librarian, 1 full-time Physical and Health Education Teacher, 1 

part-time Music Teacher, 2 Learning Assistance Teachers (one part-time for French and one for 
English) 

• 1 part-time Counselor; 2 Inclusion Teachers, and an Indigenous Advocate
• 1 Administrative Assistant, 14 Certified Education Assistants (CEAs), 1 Library Assistant/Relief 

Clerical
• 2 Evening Custodians, 1 lunchtime Custodian,  4 Noon Hour Supervisors
• Itinerant Staff (Hearing, Vision, Speech Language Pathologist & ARC Programs Therapist etc.)



Learning Through Play
• Play is the fundamental, natural, universal activity of children.  
• The child learns through the process of play because of his or her inner drive to explore, 

experiment and discover.  At PGE, your child is provided with high-quality play experiences that 
offer different types of play: 

■ observing others
■ playing alone and independently
■ playing with others
■ sharing and cooperating with others

• Play is a facilitator of cognitive development, a way to combine and practice new concepts and 
thinking skills they have learned.  So when your Kindergartner says he/she “played today”, 
he/she really did! But they played and learned in a very special way.



Play Today: A Guide for Families - BC Ministry of Education



Play Based Sessions in StrongStart
You should have already received an email invitation for you and your child to attend school for a learning 
session so that they are introduced to a school-based learning through play experience.  If you have not 
already done so (we have 15 families signed up), please sign up this week (on our website) as spaces are 
already full for some sessions (max 8 students with 1 accompanying caregiver).    

Monday, May 25 from 12:30 to 1:30 pm
Tuesday, May 26 from 12:30 to 1:30 pm
Wednesday, May 27 from 12:30 to 1:30 pm
Thursday, May 28 from 12:30 to 1:30 pm



September Transition Plan
The other half of the Kindergarten Transition process will take place in the first week back to 
school starting on Tuesday, September 8.
In late August, you will receive a letter/email detailing additional plans for helping your child 
make a successful transition to Kindergarten.  Some key dates for these plans are:
Tuesday, Sept. 8 First Day of School for Grades 1-5.  Orientation Mini Session for 
Kindergarten Students and Parents. The day will be divided into two morning sessions and a 
parent or guardian must attend.  More detailed information will be shared in a separate letter to 
parents in late August.
Wednesday, Sept. 9 Mini Sessions for Students Only
Thursday, Sept. 10 Mini Sessions for Students Only
Friday, Sept. 11 No school for your kindergarten child as this day will be used for 
forming/deciding classroom placements for the year.  Expect a call from your child’s teacher.
Monday, Sept. 14 First Full day of Kindergarten for all students



Things your Child will need for school
-2 pairs of shoes:  indoor and outdoor running shoes - appropriate for 
gym class (velcro) 
-full-size backpack
-lunch kit with containers that they can open
-water bottle 
-change of clothes to stay at school

NO school supplies needed.

Please 
Label Everything!



Parent Advisory Council (P.A.C.)
Classroom Volunteer (Field Trips etc.)

Reading Programs
Hot Lunch

Fundraising for PAC

Opportunities to Get Involved



Busing





Everything You Need to Know
Can Be Found on Our Website

(well, 98% of it anyways)



Keep the office informed of 
changes in phone numbers, 

address, caregiver 
information.



We often get questions from families 
about what they can do to help their 
child prepare for Kindergarten.  Well, 
here it is……






